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Cooks yacht in $1bn drugs bust
Avatiu maritime authorities are helping 
Australian police fi nd out whose boat it was 
that wrecked this week, and where it had 
come from. Losirene Lacanivalu reports.

A Cook Islands-flagged yacht 
has been shipwrecked with an 
estimated $1 billion of illicit 
drugs on-board.

Local fishermen reported 
the 15-metre Zero, registered 
to Avatiu, stranded on a reef 
near Stick Island, off Western 
Australia.

The fishermen told police 
police they had seen “unusual 
movements” of the yacht’s crew.

But the yacht was already 

abandoned when rescuers got 
there.

Two sailors were seen on the 
yacht’s dinghy, trying to ferry 40 
bags containing up to one tonne 
of ecstasy, cocaine and metham-
phetamine to nearby Burton 
Island. They tried to cover the 
bags with seaweed, but police 
apprehended and arrested them 
on Tuesday.

Cook Islands Ministry of For-
eign Affairs and Immigration 

issued a statement saying they 
had been in talks with the Com-
bined Law Agencies (CLAG) and 
Maritime Cook Islands (MCI) to 
discuss the situation.

Foreign Affairs Secretary Te-
paeru Herrmann said Cooks 
offi cials has been talking with 
Western Australia Water Police 
and other authorities. 

They were able to give Aus-
tralian authorities information 
about the yacht and its move-
ments.

Frenchman Antoine Dicenta, 
51, and UK national Graham 
Palmer, 34, have been charged 
with importing a commercial 
quantity of drugs and are being 

held in custody.
Australia’s Seven News re-

porter Geof Parry said the crew 

would have made it through 
to deliver their deadly cargo to 
Australia, if they had not run on 

to the reef.
Australian police commis-

sioner Chris Dawson said the 
shipwreck was initially treated 
as a sea search and rescue, but no 
one was found aboard.

The two men were spotted 
landing their small boat on the 
nearby island, where they were 
placed under observation as 
they allegedly tried to bury the 
40 bags of drugs.

Australian Authorities are 
working closely with the Cook 
Islands to track back the ves-
sel’s movements and see where 
it came from before it wrecked 
off Australia.  

 - Losirene Lacanivalu 

Police have seized more than $1 billion worth of meth and cocaine 
after a yacht ran aground on the islands off  Western Australia.      



2   FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER ,  Cook Islands News

localNEWS nuti no roto i te IPUKAREA

Cook Islands News Building Maraerenga Avarua Rarotonga 
PO Box 15 Rarotonga, Tel (682) 22999 Fax 25303
editor@cookislandsnews.com or adverts@cookislandsnews.com
www.cookislandsnews.com
Published Daily Monday to Saturday

Publisher 
John Woods john@cookislandsnews.com 
Chief Executive Offi  cer 
Liz Woods lizw@cookislandsnews.com 
Editor 
Jonathan Milne jonathan.milne@cookislandsnews.com  
Reporters  
Rashneel Kumar rashneel@cookislandsnews.com 
Melina Etches melina@cookislandsnews.com 
Losirene Lacanivalu losirene@cookislandsnews.com 
Anneka Brown anneka@cookislandsnews.com  
News Desk  editor@cookislandsnews.com 
Website & Social Media  
Losirene Lacanivalu losirene@cookislandsnews.com
Sales & Marketing Manager  
Edith Nicholas edith@cookislandsnews.com  

Sales & Marketing Assistant 
Mariana Strickland mariana@cookislandsnews.com  
Advertising adverts@cookislandsnews.com 
Offi  ce Manager  Tere Joseph tere@cookislandsnews.com 
Accounts Manager  Tangi Tauira tangi@cookislandsnews.com 
Reception Kura Tauira reception@cookislandsnews.com 
Offi  ce Staff  Apii Tua apii@cookislandsnews.com 
Production Manager & Design 
Chris Rowe chrisr@cookislandsnews.com 
Graphic Design & Layout
Erita Aitau erita@cookislandsnews.com
Print Manager 
Dan Johnston danj@cookislandsnews.com 
Printers 
Dennis Campos, Lai Gukisuva

Then Hezekiah went 

up to the temple of 

the Lord and spread it 

out before the Lord.

Today’s 
Daily Bread

READ: 
2 Kings 19:9-19
TEXT FOR THE DAY: 
2 Kings 19:14

‘Only God will remove me’
Zimbabwe strongman Robert Mugabe dies

Once a revered 
freedom fi ghter, 
Mugabe came to be 
seen as a despot after 
rigging votes and 
crushing dissent.
ROBERT Mugabe, the former 
leader of Zimbabwe forced to 
resign in 2017 after a 37-year 
rule, has died. He was 95.

His early promise was eroded 
by economic turmoil, disputed 
elections and human rights vio-
lations.

But when his successor Presi-
dent Emmerson Mnangagwa 
confirmed Mugabe’s death in 
a tweet, it was to mourn him as 
an “icon of liberation”. 

“Comrade Mugabe was an 
icon of liberation, a pan-Afri-
canist who dedicated his life to 
the emancipation and empow-
erment of his people. His con-
tribution to the history of our 
nation and continent will never 
be forgotten. May his soul rest 
in eternal peace,” Mnangagwa 
said.

Mugabe, who took power af-
ter white minority rule ended 
in 1980, blamed Zimbabwe’s 
economic problems on interna-
tional sanctions and once said 
he wanted to rule for life. 

But growing discontent 
about the southern African 
country’s fractured leadership 
and other problems prompted a 
military intervention, impeach-
ment proceedings by the parlia-
ment and large street demon-
strations for his removal.

T h e  a n n o u n c e m e n t  o f 
Mugabe’s 2017 resignation 

triggered wild celebrations in 
the streets of the capital, Ha-
rare. Well into the night, cars 
honked and people danced and 
sang in a spectacle of free ex-
pression that would have been 
impossible during his years in 
power and refl ected hopes for a 
better future.

On the streets in Harare yes-
terday, people gathered in small 
groups sharing the news.

“I will not shed a tear, not 
for that cruel man,” said Tariro 
Makena, a street vendor. “All 
these problems, he started them 
and people now want us to pre-
tend it never happened.”

Others said they missed him.

“Things are worse now. Life 
was not that good but it was 
never this bad. These people 
who removed him from power 
have no clue whatsoever,” said 
Silas Marongo, holding an axe 
and joining men and women 
cutting a tree for firewood in 
suburban Harare to beat severe 
electricity shortages that signify 
the worsening economic situ-
ation in the southern African 
country.

Mugabe’s decline in his last 
years as president was partly 
linked to the political ambitions 
of his wife, Grace, a brash, divi-
sive fi gure whose ruling party 
faction eventually lost out in a 

power struggle with supporters 
of Mnangagwa, who was close 
to the military.

Despite Zimbabwe’s decline 
during his rule, Mugabe re-
mained defi ant, railing against 
the West for what he called its 
neo-colonialist attitude and 
urging Africans to take control 
of their resources, a populist 
message that was often a hit 
even as many nations on the 
continent shed the strongman 
model and moved toward de-
mocracy.

After independence, Mugabe 
reached out to whites after a 
long war between black guerril-
las and the white rulers of Rho-

desia, as Zimbabwe was known. 
He stressed education and built 
new schools. Tourism and min-
ing flourished and Zimbabwe 
was a regional breadbasket.

However, a brutal military 
campaign waged against an up-
rising in western Matabeleland 
province that ended in 1987 
augured a bitter turn in Zim-
babwe’s fortunes. As the years 
went by, Mugabe was widely 
accused of hanging onto pow-
er through violence and vote 
fraud, notably in a 2008 election 
that led to a troubled coalition 
government after regional me-
diators intervened.

“I have many degrees in vio-

lence,” Mugabe once boasted on 
a campaign trail, raising his fi st. 
“You see this fi st, it can smash 
your face.”

Amid the political turmoil, 
the economy of Zimbabwe, 
traditionally rich in agricul-
ture and minerals, was deterio-
rating. Factories were closing, 
unemployment was rising and 
the country abandoned its cur-
rency for the US dollar in 2009 
because of hyperinfl ation.

The economic problems 
are often traced to the vio-
lent seizures of thousands of 
white-owned farms that began 
around 2000. Land reform was 
supposed to take much of the 
country's most fertile land — 
owned by about 4,500 white 
descendants of mainly British 
and South African colonial-era 
settlers — and redistribute it to 
poor blacks. Instead, Mugabe 
gave prime farms to ruling par-
ty leaders, party loyalists, secu-
rity chiefs, relatives and cronies.

Mugabe lacked the easy cha-
risma of Nelson Mandela, the 
anti-apartheid leader and con-
temporary who became South 
Africa's first black president 
in 1994 after reconciling with 
its former white rulers. But he 
drew admirers in some quarters 
for taking a hard line with the 
West, and he could be disarm-
ing despite his sometimes harsh 
demeanor.

“The gift of politicians is 
never to stop speaking until the 
people say, ‘Ah, we are tired’,” 
he said at a 2015 news confer-
ence. “You are now tired. I say 
thank you.”

 - AP

Takitumu
voluntary
constables
powerless
TH E warrants of Takitumu 
Vaka voluntary police consta-
bles have not been renewed.

They expired on May 24. 
Since then, the offi cers Tai Nich-
olas, Sonny Williams, Alistair 
Macquarie and Alfred Rere have 
not had authority to do drink-
drive tests and make citizens’ 
arrests. All they can do is drive 
around the district to make 
their presence felt.

The Cook Islands Road Safety 
Council has written to the Po-
lice Commissioner, asking for 
a meeting to express their con-

cerns about the failure to renew 
the men’s warrants. 

“Despite numerous requests 
by letter prior to expiry and 
texts to Police, there has been 
no response,” wrote council 
member Brian Baudinet.

Titikaveka MP Sel Napa says 
there is growing concern and 
disappointment over the failure 
to renew the warrants.

“They have done a great job 
helping regular Police in our 
area,” she said. “Without those 

warrants these four volunteers, 
all from Takitumu, can’t assist 
with the road blocks, maintain-
ing law and order in our district 
or even make an arrest if need-
ed. “It’s a real shame that some-
thing so positive and good for 
our community has just come to 
an end because Police can’t seem 
to make a decision on renewing 
warrants.”

Napa said the Takitumu com-
munity backed the appoint-
ment of the volunteers and she 

had made requests to Police to 
attend to what she hopes is just 
a prolonged oversight.

“Perhaps Police have decided 
without consulting with our 
community that there is no 
need for volunteers Police of-
fi cers to work in our area,” she 
said. “I disagree and so do a lot 
of people who live in Takitumu. 
Please don’t make any decisions 
about our community without 
talking to us fi rst.”

 - Melina Etches

Voluntary Police Constables Tai Nicholas, Sonny Williams, Ali Macquarie, and Alfred Rere. 19011423

I still haven’t found
what I’m looking for
IT was a very long trip for 
nothing: a Ministry of 
Agriculture entomologist 
has travelled all the way to 
the country’s northernmost 
island of Penrhyn – to come 
home empty-handed.

Dr Maja Poeshko was look-
ing for coconut rhinoceros 
beetles, she said, after locals 
complained of signs of them. 

“It is one of the worst pests 
on coconut trees,” she said. 
“I was there for two days and 
did an extensive survey and 
found out the damage is not 
due to the rhinoceros beetles.”

She could not fi nd the holes 
made by beetles that would 

help them going into the 
trunk of the coconut trees.

Dr Poeshko returned to 
Raro this week – only to be 
greeted by a new email from 
Penrhyn saying they’d found 
more evidence of the beetle!

“I reconfi rm it was not 
rhinoceros damage.”

 - Losirene Lacanivalu

Coconut rhinoceros beetle. 19090417
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Tomato Sauce  
300gm

Watties Tomato 
Chopped In Puree, Chopped In Juice 
or Whole Peeled 400gm

Baked Beans 
Plain, 425gm

Tomato Sauce  Tomato Sauce  Tomato Sauce  

$199
EA

Baked Beans Baked Beans Baked Beans 

$189
EA

$$199 $$18919999 $$189

Watties Tomato 

Plain, 425gm

Watties Tomato Watties Tomato 

Plain, 425gmPlain, 425gm

Chopped In Puree, Chopped In Juice 

$260
EA

Available From  6th—12th September  2019. While Stocks Last.                                                                                                                                    

Sliced Rump 
SteakLamb Shoulder 

Roasts Bone In

Pork Spare 
Ribs 
Plain or Marinated  

Tegel Chicken 
0.95kg (#10)

Tegel 
Chicken 
Drumsticks
2kg, free �lowed

Tegel Tegel 
Chicken 
Drumsticks
2kg, free �lowed

Tegel Tegel 
Chicken 
Drumsticks
2kg, free �lowed

Kara Coconut 
Cream 
500ml

Heller’s Precooked 
Sausages 
Chinese Honey 1kg

Tegel Chicken 
Nuggets  
Battered 1kg

Watties 
Peas & 
Corn Mix  
750gm

Sausages 
Chinese Honey 

Watties 
Peas & Peas & 
Corn Mix  
750gm

Viva Paper Towels
2 Pack

$435
EA

$1150
EA

SAVE $1.50 EA

Tegel Chicken Tegel Chicken 

$1350
EA

SAVE $2.15 EA

Sliced Rump 

$1690
KG

SAVE $2.60 KIG

Oranges

Green 
Pears

Granny Smith 
Apples 

Mandarins BroccoliMandarinsMandarins

$599
KG

$499
KG

OrangesOranges

Broccoli

99
KG

$499
KG

Green 
Pears

Granny Smith Granny Smith 

99
KG

Granny Smith 

$399
KG

SAVE $1.50 KIG

Pork Spare 

$550
KG

SAVE $1.50 KIG $1350
KG

SAVE $2.00 KIG

$175
KG

BroccoliBroccoli

$1095
KG

Viva Paper Towels

$499
EA

$490
EA

Tegel Chicken Tegel Chicken 
0.95kg (#10)0.95kg (#10)0.95kg (#10)

$599
EA

SAVE $3.20 EA

Battered 1kg

$1199
EA

SAVE $2.50 EA

Butternutt 
Pumpkin 

Legal threats are 
fl ying over a new ban 
on selling Manihiki 
reef fi sh, reports 
Melina Etches.

MAN I H I KI has banned the 
transportation of reef fish to 
Rarotonga for sale.

The ban has angered a fish 
merchant at Punanga Nui mar-
ket who is threatening to chal-
lenge the decision in court. 

Pastor Ngarima George has 
sold reef fi sh at his hut for lo-
cals to enjoy, accompanied by 
fresh coconut cream and kinaki 
“This news is very disappoint-
ing,” he said. “What about the 
people of Manihiki who are try-
ing to earn a living?”

Manihiki mayor Ngamata 

Tangi Napara, with the sup-
port of the island’s council, set 
in place the ban last week.

Napara said there was no 
problem with people sending 
reef fi sh to Rarotonga for their 
families to consume – but they 
could not condone selling them 
for commercial gain.

“Ocean fi sh such as tuna, ma-
roro, paara, mahi mahi is fi ne 
to be sent to Rarotonga to be 
sold.”

“We want to conserve our 
reef fi sh for the generations to 
come,” he said. “We monitor 
our fi sh with the assistance of 
our Marine offi cers, it is writ-
ten in our by-laws that reef 
fi sh must not be sold commer-
cially.”

Napara said their decision 
was made when they became 

aware of people on Rarotonga 
selling reef fi sh.

Ngarima George acknowl-
edged there was a ruling in 
place prohibiting the export 
of paua to Rarotonga for com-
mercial use, but said he’d never 
before heard of a reef fi sh com-
mercial ban in Manihiki’s by-
laws.

In the past reef fi sh has been 
sent to Rarotonga for Manihiki 
vendors to sell to sustain their 
income, the fish has not been 
exported overseas.

“All of a sudden the council 
comes up with this new ruling, 
this is not good for our people.”

George does not have reef 
fi sh in stock; he is adamant he 
will continue to pursue the is-
sue and seek legal counsel with 
the support of several relatives.

Church attacker ‘insane’
A YOU N G man accused of 
wounding a woman in church 
has pleaded not guilty on 
grounds of insanity.

Defence counsel Mark Short 
entered the plea on behalf of 
Ricky Carlson, who was at home 
and closely monitored by the 
Ministry of Health’s mental 
health team and his parents.

Short told Justice of the Peace 
Carmen Temata that the matter 
would be called before Judge 
Patrick Keane next week.

Judge Keane would deter-
mine whether or not the de-
fendant is insane.

Carlson was initially charged 
for attacking a woman in church 
in April. On June 22, a 10-page 
psychiatric assessment showed 
he was not fi t to stand trial and 
was not competent to enter any 
plea.

Carlson was released a week 
ago after being held in a maxi-
mum security cell at the Aroran-
gi prison because of his deterio-

rating mental health condition. 
He was released after the 

High Court received confi rma-
tion that a Mental Health team 
would closely monitor Carlson, 
with the help of the police, at 
his home. Any breach would re-
sult in him returning to prison.

Carlson’s bail conditions in-
clude a 24-hour curfew unless 
in the company of his father, 
and to not go to the victim’s 
residence.

 - Losirene Lacanivalu 

Sale ban is to
save reef fi sh

Pastor Ngarima George with apuka (reef cod) and ku (red snapper). 19090425 / 19090426
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THE ST JOSEPH’S boy 
scouts have been granted 
funds to purchase new lawn 
equipment.  Their good turn 
programme has been one of 
the year’s highlights for the 
scouts, who have been proud 
to offer help to elderly people 
living on their own in our 
community by cutting their 
lawns and trimming their 
hedges for free once a month.

Benjamin Maxwell, leader 
of the Scouts since 2008, says 
helping the people in the 
community is very important 
to them.

Maxwell saw the value 
of the work the scouts were 
doing and so applied for 
funds from the Ministry of 
Internal Affairs social impact 
fund to fi nance much-needed 
equipment.  Members of 
the community and parents 
previously supplied grass cut-
ters and lawn mowers to the 
scouts; now the new equip-
ment will help them carry out 
more community work. 

“It will be an educational 
tool for our young boys who 
can learn to handle a grass 
cutter and it will give them 

a since of responsibility to 
maintain these new tools,” 
said Maxwell. 

The St Joseph’s boy scouts 
have been operating for over 
80 years and there are around 
63 scouts from as young as 
fi ve years old.  They received 
four grass cutters, two hedge 
trimmers, two chain saws, two 
blowers, a ride-on mower with 
a trailer and extra grass cutter 
lines and two 10L containers 
of petrol. 

Maxwell said they helped 
many mamas and papas, and 
also tidy up mountain tracks.

OPINION TUMU MANAKO

COOKS 
COMMENTS 
ONLINE
Join the debate:
cookislandsnews.com
facebook.com/cookislandsnews

- It’s his legal right to 
appeal. So let him do so, as 
dictated by the laws of the 
Cook Islands. – Ulamila 
Kurai, on Demo fi les appeal 
for Atiu seat

- Proud of our girls well 
done our mokopuna 
girl Lenae Tiaiti. Please 
let us know for helping 
fundraising, happy to help. 
Te atua te aroa. – Kai Leilua, 
on netball tops Pacifi c 
rankings

- That is exciting news. 
Well done Anna Joy and the 
team. So happy for you. – 
Vaiata Clarke

- All the best girls. Wow 
Debbie Brown. The Cook 
Islanders will give us 
Aussies some competition. 
– Tamara Mitchelle

- This one is running for 
his fourth placing now! 
Bronze isn’t good enough, 
c’mon give this guy a medal 
already please … anything. 
– Rossa Lina

Family offer
donation to
Are Pa Metua
THE ARE Pa Metua were 
delighted to receive a package 
of dry goods from the Tupa 
family reunion.

The women were qui-
etly making 
their gardenia 
ei katu’s when 
the parcel of 
rice, weetbix, 
tea, fl our, jam, 
noodles, peanut 
butter, coffee 
and cereal was 
delivered to their 
headquarters 
at Nikao, by 
president Nga 
Teao-Papatua 

yesterday.
Cheers of thanks and ap-

preciation were shared among 
the women who welcomed 
the donation, “this is nice and 

will help with our 
morning teas and 
our lunches.”

Ngatuakana 
Marsters, coordina-
tor of the Are Pa 
Metua, said they are 
thankful for and 
would like express 
their gratitude to 
the Tupa family 
for thinking of the 
elderly.

Ngametua Paroro 

Aukino has recently joined the 
sessions at the Are PA Metua 
and loves chatting with every-
one and enjoying the shared 

meals. 
“This is good, it’s nice to see 

everyone, and the gifts we have 
just received is wonderful.”

Mature citizens are welcome 
to be part of the centre to share 
stories over a tea or coffee, join 
in the light activities and mix 

and mingle. 
The centre opens on Tues-

day, Wednesday and Thursday 
from 9am to 1pm. 

“This is 
good, it’s 

nice to see 
everyone, 

and the gifts 
we have just 

received is 
wonderful.”

Scouts put out to grass

The St Joseph’s boy scouts bow their heads in prayer for the blessing of a new lawn mower. 19090501

Left: Teaururu Tamarua, Tapu Metuarau, Rebekah Tuteru Newhnam, Ngametua Paroro Aukino, Teremoana Arbuthnott, Teremoana 
Bailey and coordinator of Are Pa Metua – Ngatuakana Marsters. 19090510

Searching together for a sewage fi x
AS you drive up the road be-
hind the old palace at Turangi, 
at fi rst you pass beautifully 
kept houses and trimmed 
lawns. Further up, the valley 
begins to close in, the creeping 
weeds strangling the trees. 

There’s a deep, half-cracked 
ford across a stream, enough to 
take out the under-carriage of 
your average car. There’s a con-
crete piggery, and then even 
that disappears behind you. 

Up here, the only sign of life 
is the workmen and women 
in their hi-vis vests, crunch-
ing through the gears as they 
drive their big 4WD utes up to 
the new water intake they’re 
building, and of course the 
mud-spattered tourists on 
their quad bike adventures.

It is here that government 
offi cials hope to lease 16 
hectares of land on which to 
disperse the treated sewage of 
a thousand tourists – the best 
hope of saving both our lagoon 
and oceans from contamina-
tion. A new environmental 
report published today reveals 
just how much work has to be 
done to ensure Muri lagoon 
remains the beautiful mani-
festation of paradise that has 
illustrated a million postcards.

And tempting as it may 
be to blame them, the algal 
bloom is not entirely the fault 
of Muri resorts and their septic 
tanks; some of the contamina-
tion seeping into the lagoon 
from the aquifers beneath 

dates back to the 1980s when 
Muri was used for intensive 
agriculture.

That is the grim reality of 
our impact on the environ-
ment: a few years’ recklessness 
take decades to fl ush out.

Now, there is a real shared 
determination – government, 
traditional landowners and the 
tourism industry together – to 
put in place cleaner sanitation 
solutions that don’t involve 
septic tank waste leaching into 

the aquifer, or treated waste-
water being piped 300 metres 
out into the Pacifi c Ocean.

We owe it to the next gen-
eration.

- Jonathan Milne
editor@cookislandsnews.com

EDITORIAL

Community offers support to old and young
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Muri sewage report drives
pursuit of clean treatment
Pa Ariki’s family set 
to discuss leasing 
land to avoid piping 
Muri wastewater 
into ocean, reports 
Anneka Brown.
THERE’S new hope for both the 
lagoon and ocean, with a pro-
posal that Muri’s treated sewage 
could be dispersed on land in 
the valley behind Turangi.

A new environmental report, 
to be published today, shows the 
need for a solution has never 
been more pressing: the report 
shows it could take years for the 
lagoon to recover to full health.

Some of the residual nutrients 
that cause algal blooms in the la-
goon are from ground waters 15 
to 30 years old, back when there 
was still run-off from intensive 
agriculture in Muri, the report 
reveals.

That means the legacy of 
today’s septic tanks, in accom-
modation and private homes, 
would take another 10 or more 
years to fl ush away.

The government’s Project 
Management Unit commis-
sioned the in-depth independ-
ent scientific report into the 
health of Muri lagoon, which 
revealed that the currents can-
not fl ush the nutrients away; the 
only solution is to decommis-
sion the septic tanks that con-
tinue to leach into the aquifers.

That will gradually reduce 
the amount of nutrients going 
into the lagoon, particularly in 

the sensitive, still areas where 
seaweed has become a problem.

New Zealand’s National Insti-
tute of Water and Atmospheric 
Research reviewed the report, 
and backed the PMU’s fi nding: 
that the report confirms the 
need for a centrally-operated 
wastewater treatment plant 
near Muri to dispose safely of 
wastewater.

Deputy project manager 
Tangianau Taoro said it could 
take time to see the benefi ts of 
reducing wastewater discharge 
– “sometimes up to years”.

“This is because it takes time 
for residual amounts of nutri-
ents in groundwater, soil and 
sediments to be removed, natu-
rally, from the environment. A 
wastewater reticulation system 
will assist with controlling the 
amount of nutrients entering 
the lagoon environment.”

Cleaning up the nutrients 
distributed between ground-
water, soils, lagoon sediments, 
organic material and stream 
beds would take some time – 
but failing to address the source 
would guarantee conditions 
would worsen and take longer 
to clean up.

T h e  g o v -
ernment must 
n o w  d e c i d e 
how to treat 
the sewage, 
and where to 
get rid of the 
treated wastewater: finding a 
big block of land to disperse 
it into the soil, or building a 
300-metre sewage outfall pipe 
into the ocean.

Last year, the PMU called for 
expressions of interest from 
landowners on Rarotonga to 
provide parcels of land for con-

struction of future wastewater 
and sanitation infrastructure 
– but the only land offered to 
them was for a treatment plant 
on the back road at Turangi.

They were almost reconciled 
to building an outfall pipe, de-
spite widespread opposition – 

but now the family of leader Pa 
Ariki has signalled they may be 
willing to discuss leasing land 
to the government up Turangi 
valley.

Pa Ariki’s son, Sam Napa Jr, 
told Cook Islands News they 
had not yet begin talks but 
would do so in due course.

“I definitely want to avoid 
the environmental impact of 
pumping it into the ocean – I’d 
rather water my own garden 
with it,” he said.

“And I’m sceptical about 
the cost effectiveness of an 
ocean outfall anyway. I don’t 

t h i n k  w e ’ l l 
have enough 
population to 
justify it.”

Land-based 
d i s p o s a l  o f 
treated waste-
water is a pre-

ferred solution for engineers 
contracting to the PMU, who 
share the community’s distaste 
for a sewage outfall pipe.

But, unable to fi nd the large 
16 hectare block they needed 
for land-based disposal, they 
were reconciling themselves to 
an outfall pipe.

They have commissioned 
coastal engineers from the Uni-
versity of New South Wales to 
gather data on near-shore ocean 
currents, and mixing processes 
in the ocean off Rarotonga, to 
see if this would work. And they 
have reported a number of lo-
cations where ocean currents 
generally move along or away 
from the coast that make this a 
viable option. 

Muri resident Lawrance Bai-
ley said from what he had gath-
ered from community meetings, 
people generally are against an 
ocean outfall and they have 
hoped science would bring out 
the best method.

Now, there is hope that land 
may be found after all, on Pa 
Ariki’s big, hilly block behind 
Turangi – the same land where 
David Bowie fi lmed the movie 
Merry Christmas Mr Lawrence, 
in 1982.

The PMU would say only that 
they’d had positive discussions 
with some landowners and com-
munity groups and were still 
looking for potentially suitable 
land for land-based disposal.

The environmental study 
has confi rmed that septic tanks 
are having a negative effect 
on Muri lagoon and there is 
increased urgency to install a 
centrally operated wastewater 
treatment plant in Muri. Other 
recommended changes include 
riparian planting, protection of 
wetlands and seaweed harvest-
ing to achieve improvement in 
lagoon conditions.

The idyllic Muri lagoon is the 
manifestation of paradise for many 
tourists, and Cook Islanders want 
to restore that. GRAY CLAPHAM 19090312

The heavily forested Turangi valley was once full of thriving 
plantations. 19090537

The Webster Drilling machine at Turangi in Ngatangiia sits on the 
proposed section for the waste treatment project. 19072421

“I defi nitely want to avoid the 
environmental impact of pumping it 
into the ocean – I’d rather water my 
own garden with it.” – Sam Napa Jr
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- Two Super Rugby squad 
members have been named to 
make their test debuts for Samoa 
against Australia this weekend. 
Crusaders Prop Michael Alaalatoa 
and Queensland Reds halfb ack 
Scott Malolua are set to play their 
fi rst test matches on Saturday at 
Parramatta’s Bankwest Stadium. 
Alaalatoa started, and Malolua 
came off  the bench, during last 
weekend’s 36-19 win over the New 
Zealand Heartland XV, but that 
was not a test match.

- Fiji has issued a public health 
warning and travel advisory 
in response to the escalating 
measles outbreak in New Zealand. 
The Health Ministry is off ering 
free Measles Mumps and Rubella 
(MMR) vaccinations and asking 
people to get immunised two 
weeks before visiting New Zealand 
if they are not already protected. 
The last outbreak in Fiji was in 
2006, and there have been no 
cases reported in 13 years since. 
The ministry said the country was 

at risk of having travel related 
cases and warned people to be 
alert for fever, coughing, sore eyes 
and rashes.

- Over 70 Papua New Guinea 
police offi  cers have deployed 
to address tensions in the 
sub-district of Wau in Morobe 
province. EMTV reported there 
were deadly clashes over the 
weekend between traditional 
landowners in Wau and settlers 
from the Waria sub-district. Local 

MP Sam Basil said the clashes 
began when three youths from 
Wau were allegedly attacked by 
youths from Waria. In retaliation, 
people from Wau torched over 
thirty houses at the local Waria 
settlement. There have been two 
deaths and a number of people 
injured. Local police have been 
reinforced by dozens of offi  cers 
from other parts of PNG, including 
a contingent of the police mobile 
squad.

- The Pacifi c Conference of 
Churches claims Fiji police 
tried to seize a West Papuan 
independence fl ag. The Christian 
church group raised the Morning 
Star fl ag on Tuesday to protest the 
killing of Papuan demonstrators 
during unrest in Indonesia. It said 
three police offi  cers then visited 
its secretariat in Suva and warned 
the fl ag breached Fiji’s Public 
Order Act. Police seized a Morning 
Star fl ag from the same property 
in 2014 and never returned it.

- The Vanuatu 
government has 
received off ers 
of international 
assistance to deal with the 
ongoing operation to eradicate 
the invasive Coconut Rhinoceros 
Beetle. The beetle is considered 
a threat to the country’s coconut 
industry and the government 
recently extended a state of 
emergency until 21 October to 
deal with the infestation.

  Coconut Wireless

government has 

of international 

Indonesia has banned 
violent protests and 
separatist speeches in 
West Papua.

WEST PAPUA – New Zealand’s 
government says it’s “deeply 
concerned” by recent violence 
in Indonesia’s West Papua 
during protests which have 
rocked the country.

The Pacifi c Islands Forum has 
also expressed its concern and 
called for restraint as violence 
on the western half of the island 
of New Guinea worsens.

Since unrest broke out last 
month, dozens have been ar-
rested in several Papuan cities 
and at least 10 people have been 
killed, RNZ reports.

Protestors have burned gov-
ernment buildings in anti-rac-
ism riots which have included 
calls for an independence vote.

I n d o n e s i a n  p o l i c e  h av e 
banned demonstrations and 
speeches promoting separatism, 
and about 6000 police and sol-
diers have been fl own in.

Police have also arrested 28 
people in Papua for “damaging 
and burning properties, vio-
lence, provocation and looting”, 
while two students have been 
arrested for treason in Jakarta.

Meanwhile, a Catholic church 
in West Papua said nine people 
died in a clash between state 
forces and protestors in the Cen-
tral Highlands last week.

On Monday, Indonesian po-
lice said four Australians who 
allegedly took part in a pro-in-
dependence protest in Sorong 
would be deported.

On Sunday, Indonesia’s Na-
tional Police Chief, Toto Karna-
vian, claimed groups spreading 
anarchy in Papua had links to 

“international networks,” Anta-
ra reported.

Papua has been racked by the 
most serious civil unrest in years 
over perceived racial and ethnic 
discrimination. 

Some protesters have also 
been demanding a referendum 
on independence, something 
the government has totally 
ruled out.

Papuan police chief, Rudolf 
Alberth Rodja, issued six notices 
over the weekend, which includ-
ed the ban on demonstrations 
and a list of criminal charges 
that could be brought against 
violators, Antara news agency 
reported.

“Any person or organisation 
is prohibited from carrying 
out or spreading separatism in 
expressing opinions in public 
and violation of this will result 

in strict action and law enforce-
ment,” Antara reported.

Police also said in the notices 
that spreading fake news was a 
punishable crime.

The ban comes as disturbing 
footage emerged of Indonesian 
soldiers fi ring on peaceful dem-
onstrators during clashes last 
week in which protesters say six 
people died.

Protests marking the August 
anniversaries of the New York 
Agreement and the Act of Free 
Choice – the political acts that 
formalised Indonesian control 
of Papua – have been further 
sparked by racist bullying of 
Papuan students in Java, and 
police reprisals against them 
for demonstrating.

The exiled leader of the Unit-
ed Movement for the Liberation 
of West Papua, Benny Wenda, 

said the independence move-
ment was peaceful and that a 
free and fair referendum was the 
only solution to the long-run-
ning contestation of the region.

“As Indonesia deliberately 
tries to create ethnic confl ict in 
West Papua with militia, I must 
stress that for West Papuans our 
enemy is not the Indonesian 
people. 

“Our enemy is only the sys-
tem of colonisation. We will 
not be provoked. Our peaceful 
struggle is for a referendum.”

New Zealand’s Foreign Min-
istry said it was closely monitor-
ing the security situation and 
has raised concerns with Indo-
nesian authorities.

It said it has encouraged In-
donesia to facilitate a visit to 
Papua by the UN High Com-
missioner for Human Rights, 

reiterating a call from the Pacifi c 
Islands Forum.

“New Zealand recognises 
Papua as part of Indonesia’s 
sovereign territory. We continue 
to encourage Indonesia to pro-
mote peaceful social and eco-
nomic development in Papua,”  
a Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
Trade spokesperson said.

Dame Meg Taylor, the sec-
retary general of the Pacific 
Islands Forum, said she was 
deeply concerned by the escalat-
ing violence, and called for calm 
and restraint from all parties. 

She said the “root causes of 
the confl ict” must be addressed 
by peaceful means. 

“These events make the pro-
posed visit of the UN high com-
missioner for human rights to 
West Papua even more impor-
tant.”

Region concerned at 
unrest in West Papua

TONGA – A suspended Tongan 
police offi cer is among seven 
people arrested in Nuku’alofa 
on drugs charges.

Police said one woman 
and six men were arrested 
on Tuesday and 20.85 grams 
of methamphetamine were 
seized along with two grams 
of cocaine and drug utensils.

The arrests, in two locations 
of the capital, are part of on-
going efforts to disrupt the 
methamphetamine supply in 
the kingdom.

However, the team leader at 
the Salvation Army’s Alcohol 
and Drug Awareness Centre 
said law enforcement is only 
part of the solution in tackling 
the meth “tsunami”.

Ned Cook said Tonga needs 
a rehabilitation centre to ad-
dress harm reduction but says 
they need funds.

“So that we can provide 
a proper bridge programme 
which starts with detox and 
then residential day pro-
gramme, after care and then 
follow them up for at least a 
year. A rehab or residential 
rehabilitation centre would 
really help.”

Cook said currently they can 
only provide 10-week drug ed-
ucation courses for users.

Police 
offi cer 
on drugs 
charges

A wave of anti-racism protests and pro-independence demonstrations by Papuans which have rocked the Indonesian province on 
the island of New Guinea for the past two weeks.

FIJI – Fiji’s so-called ‘Miracle 
Baby’, found 10 days ago crawl-
ing at the top of a cliff near fi ve 
dead family members, has now 
been discharged from Lautoka 
Hospital.

Fiji Times journalist Felix 
Chaudhary said the baby, who 
survived in the open for at least 
a day, was recovering well.

Chaudary said the deaths had 
frightened the community in 
the Nausori Highlands.

The brother of the man who 

was found dead, Rajesh Kumar,  
on behalf of the family said: “We 
are done with the funeral now, 
but we are still shocked. Too 
soon they are gone. 

“It is very sad for us and we 
hope no one will go through this 
experience. It is too painful to 
handle. 

“We request that justice be 
executed swiftly for a sense of 
closure. Police are still question-
ing suspects. Police has said they 
have some strong leads.” 

He added that the ‘Miracle 
Baby’ was with the mother, and 
is expected to return together to 
Australia when they were ready 
to travel. 

Fiji’s Minister for Youth and 
Sports, Parveen Bala said: “The 
whole nation is in shock. I feel 
for the family, especially for his 
brother who is trying to accept 
that he has lost fi ve of his close 
family members.”

In the meantime, Police are 
still investigating the deaths.

Fiji's 'Miracle Baby' out of hospital
NIUE – A Niue opposition MP 
says there’s growing concern 
on the island over the absence 
of the premier.

Sir Toke Talagi is reportedly 
receiving ongoing medical 
treatment in New Zealand and 
has rarely been seen in public 
since early April.

Other than a July event in 
Auckland, his brother and MP 
Billy Talagi has been attending 
events in his absence.

Opposition MP Terry Coe 
said the public wanted answers.

“It’s a problem and we need a 
leader here and if he’s still con-
trolling the cabinet from there, 
that’s another concern because 
he’s not supposed to be doing 
that. When he’s away the acting 
premier takes over as premier.”

Terry Coe said a motion 
to raise Sir Toke Talagi’s ab-
sence in Niue’s assembly was 
dismissed by the speaker on 
Thursday.

A spokesperson for the pre-
mier didn’t respond to requests 
for comment.

Niue PM rarely seen

SOLOMON ISLANDS – Non-
communicable disease is the 
most urgent development 
challenge facing Solomon 
Islands, Prime Minister Ma-
nasseh Sogavare says.

He told a roundtable meet-
ing on NCDs in Honiara that 
while climate change was a 
serious challenge, addressing 
the diseases was more urgent.

 Sogavare said NCDs were 
killing thousands of peo-
ple around the Pacific every 
year, in numbers that far 
outweighed those killed by 
climate change.

By 2050 Solomon Islands 
could have 216,000 people 
with diabetes, costing the 
country $US60 million dol-
lars annually, the prime min-
ister said.

NCDs are 
Solomons 
most 
serious 
challenge
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Spread of measles to at-risk 
Pacific Islands ‘inevitable’ 
Public health experts 
are warning the 
spread of measles to 
the Pacifi c Islands is 
“inevitable” as the 
most serious outbreak 
in 20 years grips New 
Zealand.
PACIFIC – More than 700 cases 
of measles have been recorded 
in Auckland this year, with 
more than 400 of them in the 
more deprived suburbs of south 
Auckland and many of those af-
fected are Pacifi c Islanders.

New Zealand’s ministry of 
health is desperately trying to 
contain the outbreak to stop it 
spreading around the country 
and around the Pacifi c region.

P r i m e  m i n i s t e r  J a c i n d a 
Ardern has taken the unprec-
edented step of warning anyone 
unvaccinated to stay away from 
the country’s largest city, home 
to 1.7 million people.

“It’s a considerable risk that 
it spreads to the Pacifi c Islands 
now, there is particular concern 
for countries such as Samoa, 
Tonga and the Cook Islands 
which have lower vaccination 
rates,” said Dr Teuila Percival, 

an expert in Pacifi c Health who 
works at south Auckland’s larg-
est hospital, Middlemore and 
also runs a Pacifi c health centre.

On Thursday, Auckland Re-
gional Public Health Service 
said they had been notified 
that a passenger with measles 
had travelled to Auckland from 
Samoa on an Air New Zealand 
fl ight. 

The traveller was unaware 
they had measles at the time, 
and soon after arriving in Auck-
land went into isolation.

While the vaccination cov-
erage rate for two-year-olds in 
New Zealand is at 91 per cent 
– comparable to Australia – the 
coverage rate for those aged 16-
29 is believed to be lower. Data 
on older groups is patchy.

Experts have long warned 
that Auckland, which is the larg-
est city in the country, has the 
most international arrivals and 
suffers from over-population 
and crowding, particularly in 
poor areas, is the most likely site 
for an outbreak of the disease.

Associate health minister 
Julie Anne Genter said she was 
“very concerned” at the rising 
number of cases, particularly 
those of young Pacifi c Islanders 
from south Auckland. 

The Auckland District Health 
board said the current outbreak 
has mostly affected young peo-
ple aged up to four and 15 to 29.

One of the largest schools 
in south Auckland, Manurewa 
High, sent 300 children home 
on Wednesday after 13 cases of 
measles were reported among 
its students.

“We’re very busy, we’re seeing 
cases everyday in the emergency 
department,” said Percival. 

“It’s creating a lot of work and 
what the public don’t realise is 

that this can be a very serious 
condition and you can end up 
in intensive care, and you could 
well die.”

Genter said the government 
would prioritise vaccinating 
people who weren’t engaged in 
the health system or with a GP, 
and nurses could be deployed to 
work in shifts on weekends and 
after-hours to try to immunise 
as many people as possible in 
places such as churches, shop-
ping malls and schools.

The government warned 

anyone thinking of travelling 
to Auckland to update their vac-
cination two weeks before visit-
ing, or else stay away.

New Zealand was praised by 
the World Health Organisation 
for eradicating measles only two 
years ago. 

Now that status is under 
threat, with experts saying if 
the current outbreak contin-
ues New Zealand could lose 
its WHO eradication status by 
March next year.

The department of health 

said the outbreak would be 
upgraded to an epidemic if it 
spread to another region of New 
Zealand.

Cases of childhood measles 
are surging to shocking levels 
around the world, led by 10 
countries that account for three-
quarters of the rise.

Amid warnings of “disastrous 
consequences” for children if 
the disease continues to spread 
unchecked, a worldwide survey 
by the UN children’s agency, 
Unicef, said 98 countries around 
the globe reported a rise in mea-
sles cases in 2018 compared 
with 2017.

Health professionals scrambling to stop spread as cases escalate in Auckland

M A R S H A L L I S LA N D S – A 
six-year-old girl has been con-
fi rmed as the fi rst person to die 
from dengue fever in the Mar-
shall Islands.

The girl was reported to have 
been taken to Majuro hospital 
last Thursday after experienc-
ing a headache, where she was 
given medicine and sent back 
home. But she returned to hos-
pital on Sunday because she 
was vomiting blood and died 
on Tuesday.

The Ministry of Health and 
Human Services confi rmed in 
a statement that the death was 
caused by dengue.

“This is a tragic event and 
out of respect to the affected 
family and friends, further de-
tails about this case will not be 

released,” said Health Secretary 
Jack Niedenthal.

The dengue outbreak, now at 
the two-month mark, contin-
ues to spread with 276 cases of 
suspected and confi rmed den-
gue reported by the Ministry of 
Health and Environment.

To date, dengue has been re-
ported only in the two urban 
centres, Ebeye and Majuro.

The dengue seen in the Mar-
shall Islands is Type-3, the 
same as reported in ongoing 
outbreaks in Palau, Federated 
States of Micronesia and the 
Philippines.

With a national health emer-
gency established by President 
Hilda Heine in early August, 
the ministry shut down pas-
senger travel to remote outer 

islands in efforts to prevent 
spread to remote populations 
that have limited medical care 
options.

The move has worked so far 
to contain the spread but has 
sparked concern among tour-
ism operators who have been 
forced to halt operations in-
volving taking visitors by boat 
to remote islands for scuba div-
ing or other activities.

Niedenthal said the Marshall 
Islands government continues 
“wide-scale, intensive efforts to 
stop the spread of the virus and 
protect the health of affected 
communities”.

“This includes intensive 
efforts to destroy mosquito 
breeding sites, including spray-
ing and organizing commu-

nity clean-up campaigns, and 
intensifying its health services 
to support the needs of dengue 
patients.”

He urged people to maintain 
a high vigilance for the signs 
and symptoms of dengue, in 
particular in babies and young 
children, and if they suspect 
dengue to report directly to 
their nearest health centre.

Most of the 276 cases have 
been on Ebeye, where the out-
break started in July. The minis-
try reported 219 confi rmed and 
suspected cases of dengue on 
Ebeye, and 57 on Majuro.

One individual, reportedly 
a Japan volunteer, developed 
severe dengue symptoms and 
was evacuated for off-island 
medical care.

M a j o r  c l e a n u p  a c t i v i t y 
around Majuro has been on-
going for 10 days, and govern-
ment spray teams are spraying 
schools and community areas 
around Majuro to reduce mos-
quito breeding areas.

The ban on travel to the 
outer islands so far has kept 
dengue from appearing on 
islands outside of Majuro and 
Kwajalein.

But it has also caused prob-
lems for local residents and 
tourist-related operators who 
take visitors diving and for 
other activities on outer islands.

The MV Truk Master, a live-
aboard vessel that transports 
visiting scuba divers to Bikini 
for diving, and Indies Trader, 
which transports both visitors 

and local customers to various 
outer islands, have been among 
those affected by the passenger 
travel ban.

Visitors have been stranded 
after arrival in the Marshall Is-
lands, unable to continue their 
scheduled scuba dive or related 
trips to the outer islands, spark-
ing complaints from the com-
panies.

A growing number of Mar-
shall Islanders who travelled 
into Majuro or Ebeye over the 
past six weeks are unable to 
return home as a result of the 
ban on passenger travel to the 
outer islands.

There is no restriction on 
passenger travel between Ma-
juro and Ebeye, or on interna-
tional travel.

Six-year-old dies from dengue fever in Marshalls

‘It’s a considerable 
risk that it spreads 

to the Pacifi c 
Islands now, 

there is particular 
concern for 

countries such as 
Samoa, Tonga and 
the Cook Islands 
which have lower 
vaccination rates.’

New Zealand’s ministry of health is desperately trying to contain the outbreak to stop it spreading 
around the country and around the Pacifi c region.

FIJI – The FijiKava Limited facil-
ity opened in Levuka last week. 
Company founder Zane Yoshi-
da said the new facility would 
standardise and improve the 
quality of kava in the country.

With increased demand from 
Europe and the United States, 
Fiji must explore every oppor-
tunity to protect kava as a true 
Fijian product, he said

Yoshida  said the mass pro-
duction of disease-free kava 
plants with desirable traits 
would take place at the labora-
tory.

 “Particularly with traits that 
we believe have desirable effects 
for the treatment of anxiety, for 

sleeplessness and muscle relaxa-
tion.”

Yoshida, who is based in Bris-
bane, said nobody had applied 
kava tissue culture research 
commercially before.

“When we started the venture 
years ago, we realised there were 
some issues with the availability 
of planting material,” he said.

“Some of the agribusiness 
experts that we were working 
with made recommendations 
to consider tissue culture as a 
means of filling that gap with 
our supply chain.

“And also to ensure that we 
have disease-free plants with 
kava plants are also affected by 

cucumber mosaic virus or kava 
dieback disease.”

He said the new facility 
cost A$60,000 with the initial 
research jointly funded by 
FijiKava and the Australian 
centre for agriculture research 
program.

Yoshida said he was also look-
ing to move to clinical trials.

FijiKava’s products, includ-
ing the Taki Mai brand, have 
been launched in Fiji across 
various retail outlets as well as 
online in Australia.

“We looking at compliment-
ing our product range in Aus-
tralia, New Zealand and the US 
shortly with 30-pack capsules, 

60-pack capsules as well as 90-
cap capsules.

“And increasing that prod-
uct range to include tea bags, 
liquid-fl avoured shots, and in-
stant powders that we produce 
in Levuka.”

Yoshida said there was a surge 
in demand for kava and kava 
bars in the US and that “kava 
farmers are poised to benefi t”.

He said the Fiji Kava Bill, once 
enacted, would allow the Fiji 
Kava Council to regulate the cul-
tivation, processing, transporta-
tion and marketing of kava.

Research from Australian-
based Pac Partners showed ex-
ported Fijian kava had experi-

enced strong growth over the 
past fi ve years.

It said Fiji kava exports were 
growing at an average of 32 
percent a year, driven largely by 
demand from the US and New 
Zealand.

The research found the two 
countries combined accounted 
for 75 per cent of the value of all 
exported Fijian kava.

“The United States is experi-
encing a strong uptake due to 
the growing trend of consum-
ing kava socially as an alterna-
tive to alcohol, whereas New 
Zealand has a strong Pacific 
Islander population that con-
sumes kava,” Pac Partners said.

World’s 
fi rst kava 
tissue 
laboratory 
starts up 
in Fiji
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A Brazilian archbishop 
says he expects next 
month’s papal synod to 
denounce destruction 
of rainforest.

BRAZIL – The fi res in the Ama-
zon are a “true apocalypse”, ac-
cording to a Brazilian archbish-
op who expects next month’s 
papal synod at the Vatican to 
strongly denounce the destruc-

tion of the rainforest.
The comments by Erwin 

Kräutler will put fresh pres-
sure on Brazilian President Jair 
Bolsonaro, following criticism 
from G7 leaders last month over 
the surge of deforestation in the 
world’s biggest terrestrial car-
bon sink.

The archbishop’s words also 
highlight a widening division 
between the Catholic church 
and the Pentecostal movement. 

Pope Francis has championed a 
more harmonious relationship 
with the natural world for the 
sake of future generations, in 
contrast to the fast-growing 
new-world Pentecostalists who 
form the support base for the 
ramped-up resource exploita-
tion advocated by Bolsonaro 
and Donald Trump.

The gathering of bishops 
would condemn all forms of 
Amazon destruction and advo-

cate a new view of ecology based 
on Christian faith in God as the 
creator of a “common home”, 
Kräutler – one of 18 members 
of the preparatory council ap-
pointed by Pope Francis ahead 
of next month’s papal synod on 
the Amazon – said in an email 
exchange with the Guardian.

Following the meeting, Pope 
Francis is expected to reinforce 
this message with an “apostolic 
exhortation”.

 It is likely to build on his 
infl uential 180-page encyclical 
on climate change, Laudato Si’, 
published four years ago, which 
called for concrete steps to tack-
le the environmental crisis.

Preparations for an Amazon 
synod have been under way 
since 2016, but the issue has 
become more urgent in recent 
months due to fi res, threats and 
a hostile government, Kräutler 
said.

“There have always been fi res 
in the Amazon. When they are 
smaller, nature rebuilds itself 
within a few years. But what you 
are seeing now is a true apoca-
lypse,” said the archbishop, who 
has spent 54 years in the region.

“The fires this year surpass 
anything you can imagine. Un-
doubtedly, it is the consequence 
of  comments by Bolsonaro  
about the opening of the Ama-
zon to national and multina-
tional companies. He under-
stands ‘opening the Amazon’ 
as a licence to clear a rainforest 
and gain space for cattle to graze 
and plant monocultures such as 
soybeans and sugar cane.”

Earlier this week, Catholic 
clergy in the Amazon released 
an open letter condemning 
violence and intimidation they 
say they are experiencing as a 
result of efforts to protect the 
forest, indigenous people and 
poor communities from miners 
and farmers.

BRAZIL– Priests and nuns 
have a long history of work-
ing with poor communities 
in the Amazon, which has 
often put them at odds with 
powerful business interests 
and the authorities. During 
the 1970s, the Liberation 
Theology movement was 
closely aligned with leftwing 
resistance to the military 
dictatorship of the time.

In 2005, the American nun 
Dorothy Stang was murdered 
by landowners. One of her 
followers, Father Amaro 
Lopes, was arrested last year 
in the Xingu River basin. 

Tensions have risen 
further since Bolsonaro – a 
former military offi  cer who 
has defended the use of 
torture and killings during 
the 20-year dictatorship 
that ended in 1985 – became 
president.

He has weakened govern-
ment protections of the 
rainforest, verbally attacked 
indigenous groups, accused 
environmental NGOs of 
starting fi res and broken ties 
with foreign donors to the 
Amazon Fund. In July – when 
deforestation alerts jumped 
by 278 per cent compared 
with the same month last 
year – he fi red the head of 
the space agency that pro-
vided the data.

Church 
has bad 
history in 
Amazon

UK – Jo Johnson, the younger 
brother of Prime Minister Bo-
ris Johnson, is resigning as an 
MP and as a minister – in an ap-
parent protest at his brother’s 
leadership –  saying he is “torn 
between family loyalty and the 
national interest”.

The Business Minister cited 
an “unresolvable tension” in 
his role.

Johnson voted Remain in the 
2016 EU membership referen-
dum, while his brother co-led 

the Leave campaign.
  Jo Johnson tweeted: “In re-

cent weeks I’ve been torn be-
tween family loyalty and the 
national interest,” –  going on 
to describe it as “an unresolvable 
tension”

Johnson resigned as a minis-
ter last year in protest at Theresa 
May’s Brexit deal.

But he re-entered govern-
ment during the summer, after 
Conservative Party members 
elected his brother as leader.

Labour’s shadow education 
secretary said: “Boris Johnson 
poses such a threat that even his 
own brother doesn’t trust him.”

Jo Johnson’s resignation also 
comes as the government an-
nounced it would give MPs an-
other chance to vote for an early 
election on Monday.

The fresh vote on an early 
election is scheduled just be-
fore Parliament is due to be pro-
rogued – or suspended – from 
next week until October 14.

- Thousands of South African women took to the 
streets on Thursday to protest at the government’s 
failure to deal with rising violence against women in the 
wake of a string of brutal attacks that have shocked the country. 
Women from across South African society marched to parliament 
in Cape Town dressed in black and purple in commemoration of 
those who lost their lives in August, the most deadly month for 
violent crimes against women the country has ever seen. At least 
137 sexual off ences are committed per day in South Africa, mainly 
against women, according to offi  cial fi gures. This week the women’s 
minister, Maite Nkoana-Mashabane, said more than 30 women were 
killed by their spouses last month. Protesters are planning a national 
shutdown of the country on Friday and are calling for a state of 
emergency to be declared.

- About one tonne of illicit drugs has been found on a Western 
Australian island after a yacht ran aground on a reef, with a British 
man and a French national charged over the massive seizure. 
Members of the public alerted police about the stricken vessel named 
Zero near Stick Island west of Geraldton, and the unusual movements 
of its crew. Police arrived to fi nd 40 seaweed-covered bags containing 
up to one tonne of suspected illicit drugs, with preliminary tests 
indicating they included cocaine and ecstasy.

- A massive environmental monitoring station off  Germany’s 
Baltic coast has disappeared from the seabed, baffl  ing police and 
researchers. The seabed observatory weighed more than half a tonne. 
It could not have been dragged off  by a storm, tide or large animal, 
German experts say. Divers only found a torn power cable at the site, 
22 eetres down and 1.8km off shore. It is a prohibited area, north of 
Kiel. No boats – not even local fi shing boats - are allowed into the 
area. The missing observatory, installed in late 2016, stopped sending 
data on 21 August. The data gathering station had been measuring 
seawater quality, including temperature and the levels of salt, 
oxygen, nutrients, chlorophyll and methane.

- The creatures behind repeated sightings of the fabled Loch Ness 
Monster may be giant eels, according to scientists. Researchers from 
New Zealand have tried to catalogue all living species in the loch by 
extracting DNA from water samples. Following analysis, the scientists 
have ruled out the presence of large animals said to be behind 
reports of a monster. No evidence of a prehistoric marine reptile 
called a plesiosaur or a large fi sh such as a sturgeon were found. 
European eels are among the creatures in the loch, and whose DNA 
was picked up by the new research.  

World briefs

streets on Thursday to protest at the government’s 
failure to deal with rising violence against women in the 

USA – Hurricane Dorian is ex-
pected to bring “life-threat-
ening storm surges” up the 
US east coast after causing de-
struction and at least 20 deaths 
in the Bahamas.

The Category Three storm is 
currently lashing the coast of 
the Carolinas as it moves slow-
ly north. Tens of thousands of 
people are without power.

Residents from Georgia up 
to Virginia are being warned 
to listen to emergency advice.

Dorian weakened after hit-
ting the Bahamas but has now 
strengthened again.

It currently has maximum 
sustained winds of 185kph.

South Carolina has pre-
pared for a record storm surge 
and the effects are already be-
ing felt. 

More than 100,000 people 
were without power in coastal 
areas on Thursday morning, 
energy offi cials said.

More than 2.2 million 
people have been ordered to 
evacuate along the eastern 
seaboard.

“Time to get out is running 
out,” the state’s governor Hen-
ry McMaster told reporters.

Millions 
ordered 
to move 
from path 
of storm

Johnson vs Johnson: PM’s 
brother quits government

Papal synod to address surge in deforestation in Brazil

HONG KONG – Hong Kong 
leader Carrie Lam has said the 
Chinese government “under-
stands, respects and supports” 
the withdrawal of the city’s con-
troversial extradition bill.

The bill would have allowed 
criminal suspects to be extra-
dited to mainland China.

It was seen as evidence of Chi-
na’s tightening control over the 
territory, and sparked months 
of protests.

The withdrawal is unlikely 
to placate protesters, who say it 
comes too late.

In a press conference on 

Thursday, Lam was asked who 
had made the decision to with-
draw the bill .

“Throughout the whole pro-
cess, from the early stages of 
taking forward the bill to then 
withdrawing the bill yesterday, 
the central people’s government 
has respected my view and sup-
ported me all the way,” she said.

At Thursday’s press confer-
ence, Ms Lam reiterated the 
four measures she put forward 
on Wednesday in a bid to ease 
tensions:

The withdrawal of the bill.
The appointment of two new 

members to the territory’s In-
dependent Police Complaints 
Council (I PCC), tasked with 
looking into allegations of po-
lice brutality.

A pledge to start “direct dia-
logue” with members of the 
community.

An invitation to commu-
nity leaders, professionals and 
academics to advise the govern-
ment in fi nding “solutions”.

The China Daily said in an ed-
itorial on Thursday that Hong 
Kong protesters no longer had 
an “excuse to continue violence” 
following the announcement.

‘Amazon fi res are a true 
apocalypse’: Archbishop

Pope Francis is expected to 
announce an ‘apostolic exhortation’ 

over the fi res in the Amazon at a 
papal synod in Brazil next month.

Hong Kong extradition bill 
withdrawal backed by China
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FARMERS say the 
government’s new plan for 
freshwater is a signal it’s 
prepared to see an end to 
pastoral land use in some 
parts of New Zealand.

Once in place, the 
new rules could “lead to 
wholesale land use change 
to meet unnecessarily 
stringent targets”, Federated 
Farmers said.

Under the proposed 
National Policy Statement 
for Freshwater Management, 
nutrient levels would require 
parts of New Zealand to 
reduce their nitrogen by up 
to 80 percent, spokesperson 
Chris Allen said.

“It becomes very hard 
to continue economically 
farming animals or growing 
vegetables under a regime 
like this,” he said.

“The long term targets 
for nitrogen reduction, are 
eff ectively unachievable in 
some parts of the country, 
and will end pastoral farming 
in these areas.”

“Farming is an essential 
part of New Zealand’s 
economy, so many people 
are touched by food 
production and in the 
document there’s large 
parts of New Zealand where 
they’re saying massive 
reductions in nitrogen is 
going to be required. So it is 
eff ectively shutting the door 
on agriculture.”

“We all want good water 
quality, that’s why farmers 
are working towards it. “But 
with today’s proposals the 
government seems to be 
signalling it is prepared to 
gamble with the viability 
of food production as the 
major export earner for New 
Zealand.”

'End to 
pastoral 
land use'

The New Zealand 
government has 
announced an 
ambitious plan to 
clean up the country’s 
freshwater sources.

THE brakes will be put on some 
rural land development and 
more pressure put on farmers 
to protect New Zealand’s water-
ways, as part of a new plan to 
clean up rivers, lakes and wet-
lands, RNZ reports.

“Our rivers, lakes and wet-
lands are under serious threat 
after years of neglect. We can’t 
continue to go on like we are,” 
Environment Minister David 
Parker, said while announcing  
the government’s action.

“If we don’t fix things now 
they only get worse and will be 
more expensive to fi x,” he said.

According to the environ-
ment ministry, two-thirds of 
all rivers are unswimmable and 
three-quarters of New Zealand’s 
native freshwater fish species 
are threatened with extinction.

Currently New Zealanders 
are encouraged to check their 
local council websites for public 
health warnings before heading 
out for a day on the water. 

Contaminated drinking wa-
ter is not uncommon, with 5000 
people falling ill and four dying 
in 2016 after sheep faeces con-
taminated the Havelock North’s 
water supply 430km southeast 
of Auckland.

Under the new plans the gov-
ernment is aiming to “achieve a 
noticeable improvement in fi ve 
years and restore New XZea-
land’s waterways within a gen-
eration”.

Immediate interim controls 
will be introduced on land in-
tensification until councils 

around the country have fresh-
water protection plans in place 
by 2025. 

Higher water quality stand-
ards will be introduced for 
swimming spots, and farmers 
will be required to cease “risky 
farm practices” that pollute 
waterways, such as letting cows 
stray into waterways.

From mid next year changes 
such as new irrigation or con-
version to dairying will only 
happen where there is evidence 
it will not increase pollution, 
and in catchments with high 
nitrate levels farmers would be 
required to take immediate ac-
tion to reduce excessive leach-
ing.

The government has set aside 

NZ$22 millionto help farmers 
transition to more environmen-
tally friendly farming practices, 
but the measures have been 
met with uproar by the farm-
ing community, who say the La-
bour Coalition government has 
thrown the rural sector “under 
a tractor”.

Declining water quality has 
coincided with a boom in New 
Zealand’s dairy industry, the 
biggest exporter in the world, 
the Guardian reports. 

Cow effluent and fertiliser 
run-off are significant pollut-
ers of inland waterways, as are 
beef, sheep and deer farming. 

Deforestation and the exten-
sive clearing of native wetlands 
have also played a significant 

role in the degradation of wa-
ter quality.

According to the National 
Institute of Water and Atmos-
pheric Science (NIWA), there is 
no doubt that the growth in pas-
toral farming, particularly dairy, 
is the main culprit for declining 
river water quality over the last 
20 years.

But farmers say they’re be-
ing pushed out and their liveli-
hoods overlooked.

“It becomes very hard to con-
tinue economically farming 
animals or growing vegetables 
under a regime like this,” Fed-
erated Farmers environment 
and water spokesperson, Chris 
Allen, said.

According to a recent poll, 

water pollution is now New Zea-
landers’ number one concern – 
with 82 per cent of respondents 
saying they wanted tougher pro-
tections for waterways, ranking 
it as a priority above the housing 
crisis, the rising cost of living 
and child poverty.

In his other role as Trade Min-
ister, Parker said he knew how 
important New Zealand’s envi-
ronmental reputation was, and 
would become increasingly im-
portant as this country looked to 
expand its market access.

“Clean water is crucial to our 
economy and to our brand as a 
country.”

The government is seeking 
public feedback to its plan.

New Zealand vows to clean 
up its polluted waterways

The New Zealand government’s plan is to include stronger protections for wetlands and streams. From June 2020, changes such 
as new irrigation or conversion to dairying would only happen where there’s evidence it would not increase pollution.

PATIENTS are coming into New Zealand 
doctors’ clinics thinking they have a cold – 
only to fi nd out they have measles, a GP says.

Dr Lily Fraser, one of more than 10 GPs 
at Turuki Health Care in Mangere which 
has more than 7000 patients on its books, 
said symptoms like a runny nose could also 
mean measles, posing a risk to others in 
waiting rooms.

“As they came into the clinic we didn’t 
know they had measles and so they haven’t 
been isolated – and so they’re sitting in 
the waiting room. And because measles is 
spread through the air, everybody that’s in 
the same room as them can then develop 
measles.”

Dr Fraser said it was the doctors’ respon-
sibility in this situation during the current 
measles outbreak to trace those in the room 
at the same time as the patient with measles 
to check their immunity, sometimes by giv-
ing them a blood test which involves two 
days in quarantine while a result comes 
back.

“So we’re having to contact every single 
person and fi nd out who was with them and 
whether they were covered. If they haven’t 
had a documented MMR vaccine or they 
were born after 1969 and haven’t had mea-
sles, then they need to be quarantined in the 

time they were contagious, which is a week 
after they were exposed.”

Dr Fraser said the process of checking 
immunity for all those in the waiting rooms 
was a huge job.

“In one week we had somebody in the 
waiting room just about every day and so 
we had to contact people from the waiting 
room each day. And it can be anywhere from 
10 to 30 people because we’re looking at 
the time they were there plus two hours 
afterwards.”

Dr Fraser added that when the healthcare 
centre knew ahead of time that a patient 
had or suspected measles, they would be 
wearing a mask and go straight through 
into an isolation room, minimising expo-
sure to anyone else.

Procare Health chair Harley Aish said 
most people phoned ahead fi rst if they sus-
pected measles, and were seen without hav-
ing to go near the waiting room.

The Auckland Regional Public Health 
Service said that right from the beginning 
of the outbreak in Auckland it has urged 
anyone who thinks they may have measles 
to phone fi rst before visiting the GP. The 
service’s clinical director, Julia Peters, said 
people could even phone from outside a 
doctor’s practice if necessary.

Unsuspecting measles patients 
creating risks in waiting rooms

THE American government 
is warning its citizens about 
New Zealand’s measles out-
break, as the number of cases 
tops 1000.

Cases across the country 
are continuing to increase 
too, with seven confirmed in 
Queenstown.

The US Centre for Disease 
Control is telling Americans 
to get vaccinated before head-
ing to New Zealand, and those 
already living here have been 
told the same.

Vaccinologist Helen Pet-
ousis-Harris said the situation 
was deeply concerning.

“We’re now at a point where 
we’ve got about half the num-
ber of cases as we had in the 
1997 epidemic, which was our 
last signifi cant measles event.”

The Ministry of Health is 
advising anyone with early 
symptoms of measles, such as 
a fever, cough or runny nose, 
to avoid Auckland.

US citizens 
get measles 
warning NEW Zealand police have confi rmed 

that four adults and a young child 
were killed after a bus rolled off the 
highway near Rotorua yesterday.

The tour bus was carrying 27 
Chinese nationals when it rolled on 
State Highway 5, in Ngatira, west of 
Rotorua.

Bay of Plenty Road policing man-
ager Inspector Brent Crowe said as 
the investigation continued, they 
had made good progress in identify-
ing the deceased.

Police have been working with the 
Chinese Embassy to identify the fi ve 
people killed and contact their next 
of kin in China.

Seven people received injuries re-
quiring hospital care.

The welfare centre set up in Roto-
rua yesterday to help survivors of the 
bus crash has now closed.

The scene examination on State 
Highway 5 has been completed. The 
damaged bus is in secure storage and 
will be forensically examined over 
the next few days.

Crowe said it was too early to say 
what led to the crash and police were 

still asking for witnesses to call in.
The Rotorua Chinese community 

have rallied to support and provide 
food for the victims of a bus crash 
that left fi ve people dead.

Robert Liu from the Rotorua Chi-
nese Association said 10 volunteers 
had been helping with translating 
since yesterday and local restaurants 
had been delivering food to the sur-
vivors.

He had lived in the area since 2001 
and said he had never seen such a bad 
crash.

“After the accident everyone was 
very shocked and very sad, but from 
7pm last night people were starting 
to calm down,” he said.

Rotorua bus crash: Four 
adults, one child killed

The scene of the bus crash.

new zealandNEWS nuti no AOTEAROA
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churchTALK te  AKONOANGA

The waiting time may be 
four months, four years, or 
what may be a lifetime to 
some of us, four decades. 

But rest assured that God 
is always on time, and He will 
rescue you from these giants 
(if He sees fi t) at the right 
time. 

He has the power to control 
time, and our heavenly Father 
is never late. So despite the 
challenges you may be facing 
now, rest assured that your 
heavenly Father knows what 
is best for you and will deliver 
you on time. 

THIS COULD 
CHANGE YOUR 
LIFE FOREVER

CELEBRATION MAIN SERVICE | SUNDAYS 10AM
412 YOUTH | FRIDAYS 7PMCHURCH

ACROSS FROM THE AIRPORT

FOLLOW US @CELEBRATIONRARO

What will YOU
be talking about today?

“ Where the conversation begins.”

Chapels in Avarua, Arorangi, Turangi, 
Aitutaki, & Mangaia. Phone: 22 455

Join our 
service every

Sunday at 9am

Apostolic Church Weekly Programme
Sunday to Friday

All services cater for both Maori and English speaking breth-
ren. Contact: Bishop Pere on email: tpere1151@gmail.com 

JESUS IS TRUE GOD

Rarotonga Apostolic Church
Bishop Tutai Pere - 23778/55177

Dial-A-Prayer 26777

Church Services on Sundays at 10am & 7pm.

Radio & Television ministry at 11am & 4.00pm.

Mid week services on Tuesdays & Thursdays at 7pm.

Aitutaki Apostolic Church, Caretaker Moerouru Eli – 31269.

Atiu Apostolic Church, Caretaker Teariki Teiotu – 33096.

Mangaia Apostolic Church, Caretaker Elder Micheal Papatua – 34065.

“I Am come that they might have life, and 
that they might have it more abundantly”

John 10:10b

I aere mai nei ra Au kia rauka to ratou 
Ora, e kia maata uatu te Ora

Ioane 10: 10b”

‘OPARA KI TE ORA’

APOSTOLIC FOCUS 

2019

   WE PREACH GOD IN JESUS AND 
JESUS IN GOD.

‘PUSH FOR LIFE’ 2019 Then Hezekiah went 

up to the temple of 

the Lord and spread it 

out before the Lord.

Today’s 
Daily Bread

READ: 
2 Kings 19:9-19
TEXT FOR THE DAY: 
2 Kings 19:14

10:30am Main road Arorangi. Phone 28668
Children’s Ministry 10.00am Main Service

Watch out! God is always on time
You may think God’s 
not delivering what 
you want in time, but 
he’s the boss of time 
– so whatever he does 
is at the right time. 
That’s according to 
Pastor Eric Toleafoa  
from the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church

BEING late and not being on 
time for meetings, appoint-
ments and other things that are 
important to us can be a big deal 
for some of us. As much as we 
can, we try to be on time. 

A young man whom I know 
well, had this one-liner which 
made sense and is also quite 
humorous when you know 
him. You will fi nd, that you 
can never rush him to get 
anything done in a hurry. He 
will always take his time and 
that’s how he is. His one-liner 
has always been that ‘things 
happen when they happen.’ 

Though the young man 
may not be the quickest in 
getting things sorted 
on time, 
but he gets 
it done and 
gets it done 
well.

Over the 
years I have 
come to the 
conclusion that 
God has a very 
interesting sense of 
humour as it relates to how 
He does things. But even more 
interesting is God’s sense of 
humour as it relates to His 
timing. 

Have 
you ever 
been in a 
diffi cult 
situation 
in which 
you saw 
no way 
out? It may 

have been that time you 
needed money to 
do something very 
important, or a time 
you needed the 
right solution 
to a problem. 
Whatever the 
situation 
may have 
been, 

you were able 
to see the divine 
hand of God work 
wonders for you 
in the end. 

When we 
look back at 
the story of 

Lazarus 
death, we see a 
grieving Martha cry out 
to Jesus. When Jesus 
fi nally arrived to see 
Martha, she was not 
quick to ask a question 

but to make a declaration! 

In one breath she declared 
that she knew Jesus could 
have healed Lazarus, but she 
also expressed her faith in the 
fact that whatever Jesus asked 

of His Heavenly Father 
at that point 

would be 
honoured.  

Here’s 
what Martha 

said to Jesus 
in John 11: 

21-22: “Lord, 
if you had been 

here, my brother 
would not 

have died. 
But even now 

I know that 
whatever you 

ask from God, 
God will give you”. 

I believe 
Martha’s faith 
can inspire us to 
trust in this God 

who is all powerful and is 
always on time. 

There 
may 
be 
those 
times 
we 
make 
requests 
of God and 
we expect 
those requests 
to be honoured 
in a specifi c time 
frame, but we have 
to remember that 

God is 
ultimately in 
control and 

whatever He does 
is well done and 

always on time. 
I am immediately 

reminded of the 
words of the song 
“Four Days Late” in 

which the author says, 
“But His way is God’s 

way, not yours or mine. 
When He’s four days 

late - He’s still on 
time.”

We might be 
facing many 

giants in our 
lives at this 

time. It may 
be that 

we are 
waiting 
for the 

healing our 
bodies need, it may 

be waiting for the birth of 
a child, it may be to resolve 
a relationship issue you 
have with someone, it may 
be dealing with challenging 
issues with your teen-age 
youth, for some – land issues, 
and the list goes on … 

Some of these giants may be 
much older than four days. 

have been that time you 
needed money to 
do something very 
important, or a time 
you needed the 
right solution 
to a problem. 
Whatever the 
situation 
may have 

A young man I know well will always take his time and that’s how he is. 19090513
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Fiji’s misery is others’ hope
Photographer 
Shane Wenzlick 
was at the Cook 
Islands Football 
Association 
ground yesterday 
to capture the 
joy and the 
devastation as 
six nations fought 
to make the 
semifi nals at the 
Oceania Football 
Confederation 
U19 women's 
championship.

FIJI  0       VANUATU  1
Vanuatu celebrated a fi rst-half goal to Celestine Kalopong – and that was the only goal of the game.

TONGA  0      PAPUA NEW GUINEA  2
Goals to Sylvia Jangiko and Nicole Bekio gave Papua New Guinea a victory over Tonga.
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TE ARE 
MANU 

(COOK ISLANDS) INC.

We deliver. Get your news delivered 
to your home or business daily.

Phone our offi  ce on 22999 
for delivery rates and conditions

Every edition, (almost) anywhere on the island, rain or shine

We deliver.
Get your news delivered 
to your home or business daily.

Phone our offi  ce on 22999 
for delivery rates and conditions

EMAIL 
preferred
adverts@cookislandsnews.com

PHONE 

Fax 

DEADLINES
Deadline for next day’s classifi eds is 
1pm sharp. Material deadline for display 
adverts 24 hours prior.

RATES 
Minimum $6.00 incl. VAT for 1-15 words. 
Casual ads must be prepaid. Cancellation 
fee $6.60 incl. VAT. Quotations on request.

classifi eds pupu kite ngai okotai

   PUBLIC NOTICE 

   DIRECTORY LISTINGS
- Business and Residential Customers -

A friendly reminder, to avoid any disappointment - If 
you have changes to your directory listings for the 
2020 telephone book directory please send all queries 
through by the 30th September 2019 @ 4PM. 

- Yellow Pages Advertising - 
If you wish to place an advert in the yellow pages, these 
must be in before 15th September 2019 @ 4PM.
All queries can be sent to ck.info@blueskypacifi cgroup.
com or call us on 123 / 29680 and ask about our 
residential listings or for Businesses please ask to speak 
to our Business Solutions Team for the Directory.

Meitaki Maata
 115821

Public Notice: Import Entry Process Change1
To our valued Customers
Customs is changing the way it manages commercial shipment 
clearances. The changes will ensure all commercial shipments 
are treated equally and entered into our risk management 
system. As a result this will provide enhanced security of the 
Cook Islands’ border.
Customs Brokers
Accordingly, please be advised that with eff ect from Monday 
30 September 2019 all commercial entries submitted by 
Customs Brokers must be submitted electronically using 
either an in-house system or the Customs web portal. 
Note: Manual entries will not be accepted from this date.
Commercial Clients
Commercial clients who wish to undertake their own in-
house custom clearance please be advised that these must be 
submitted electronically with eff ect from Friday 1 November 
2019. Note: Manual entries will not be accepted from this 
date.
Training
If you wish to undertake training so you can be authorised 
to make entries on behalf of your organisation please 
contact the Customs team on 29-365 or via email at 
customs.info@cookislands.gov.ck. They will book a suitable 
time to carry out the required training.

Xavier Mitchell
Comptroller of Customs
1 These changes are made in accordance with section 359 of the 
Customs Revenue and Border Protection Act 2012.

115644

   REQUEST FOR TENDERS

 Demolition of Old Justice Building
The Cook Islands Investment Corporation invites tenders 
from suitably qualifi ed Contractors for the Demolition of 
the Old Justice Building project. This RFT is for a lump-
sum / fi xed price contract. Tenderers must tender to 
provide the whole contract works. 
Prospective tenderers should register their interest to 
participate in this RFT process by registering on the 
Cook Islands Government E-Government Procurement 
(e-GP) portal at:
https://in-tendhost.co.uk/adbprocurementnetwork/
aspx/Home
The RFT is issued under category 72121100 Commercial 
and offi  ce building construction services.
Tenderers should ensure they are registered and have 
downloaded or received all fi les for this RFT including 
all prospective notices. Tenders must be submitted 
electronically through the e-GP portal.
Key Dates

Deadline for 
submission of 
questions to RFT:

4pm (CI Time) Tuesday 
10 September 2019

Deadline for 
submission of 
tenders to RFT:

4pm (CI Time) Tuesday 
17 September 2019

Any questions relating to this RFT should be emailed to 
anne.taoro@cookislands.gov.ck 

115871

Infrastructure Cook Islands (ICI) seeks to procure a 
service supplier for the Rarotonga Roadside Refuse and 
Recycling Collection.
The tender documents are available online via http://
procurement.gov.ck/current-tenders.
Tenderers should ensure they are registered accordingly 
on the Cook Islands Government E-Government 
Procurement portal at https://in-tendhost.co.uk/
adbprocurementnetwork/aspx/Home, and have 
downloaded or received all fi les for the RFT including all 
prospective notices.
Tenders close at 3pm, Friday 13th September 2019, and 
must be submitted as per the requirements of the RFT.
All enquiries to be directed to:
Jaime Short, Contact Offi  cer
Email: jaime.short@cookislands.gov.ck
Phone: +682 29039

115810

PUBLIC NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICES
Cook Islands Game Fishing 
Club
Mama's Reef Fishing Comp
Saturday 7 September
$5 entry fee
Open to all BUT males must 
wear a dress!
Boundries: Club Raro - Tamarind 
House
10am - 4pm
Prize Giving 5pm
Followed by a Fancy Dress
''HIPPIE NIGHT''
7pm - 11.30pm
Heaps of Cool Prizes, Vouchers 
& Cash to be won for Both 
events
All Welcome
115852 /71044 /2176

PUBLIC NOTICES

Out with the old and in with 
the new!
After 31 years of riding the roller 
coaster of PTS Plumbing in the 
Cook Islands it is time to let
A new Owner, new ideas, new 
technology and new direction 
take PTS to the next level of 
service and work in Rarotonga 
and the Pa Enua.
PTS Plumbing is not gone but 
only moved to a new location in 
Panama!
Ring the same numbers and the 
same service will be provided 
with the same workers.
Already known by many Tom 
McDonald has taken ownership 
of PTS Plumbing and will 
continue to have my support in 
the back ground as required.
Ian Ibbetson.
115803 /71045 /1806

TENDERS

TENDERS

SERVICES
Labour Hire
Cutting lawns, trees, hedges, 
de-nutting coconut trees, 
gardening, general handyman 
work, odd jobs. Phone 78151.
115844 /71041 /2733

CREW CUT MOWING
Lawn mowing, hedge, tree 
cutting services. Call Joe on 
56618.
115888 /70878 /2736

Lawn mowing small/big, Rugby 
fi eld, hedge/tree trimming, 
Call Walter 87791.
115614 /70860 /2729

Vano Joinery & Upholstery 
Ltd
Upholstery and Kitchen Joinery 
services available
Please call Puna on 56760.
115890 / /2233

CO-HOST AIRBNB Reliable & 
Experienced female available 
now to help you manage it. 
Phone 57469.
115832 / /2171

REAL ESTATE
For Sale
4 Bedroom Home
1 Bedroom Flat
Furnished
49 Year Lease
Ariki Road
Atupa
Enquiries phone 52832.
115901 /71176 /2729

FOR RENT
3 Bedroom fully furnished 
long term rental home, 
available on the 18th September 
19. Location in Tupapa contact 
70042
115904 /71186 /2513

FOR RENT
Avatiu Unit 2 x 2 bedroom 
units available now and the 
01st October 2019. Available for 
long term rental.
Nikao Unit 1x 2 bedroom units 
ready to rent 01st January 
2020. Available for long term 
rental.
For more information please 
contact 23 415
115870 /71148 /1747

FOR SALE
Mustanf Zongshen good for 
parts, phone 27030 ask Tai.
115906 /71187 /2729

VEHICLES FOR SALE
Nov 2016 Suzuki Vitara Allgrip 
4WD, 31k km, economical, local 
new, towbar, reverse camera, 
window visors, excellent 
condition $26,800. Ph 57725
115894 /71050 /1640

Nissan X-Trail 2016 - silver, 
30,000km, serviced regularly, 
$29500.00 (ono). Phone 52595.
115859 /71051 /2729

SITUATIONS VACANT

Position:  1 x Roofi ng and 
Spouting Labourer
The person we are looking for 
must:
Be able to read job sheets and 
follow instructions clearly
Can prepare Cratings for the 
Outer Islands
Able to work unsupervised 
Some knowledge of the Building 
Industry would be an advantage
On the job training will be 
available
If this sounds like you, then call 
Mike on 55-645 or Bobby on 
55649
115818 /71087 /1960

Mike Rennie Builders Ltd.
Have vacancies for experienced 
reinforcing Steel Fixers and
Carpenters experienced in 
formwork placement, to join 
our team. Top rates to 
successful applicants. Please 
contact
our offi  ce on Ph. 20375/552 - 56 
to arrange an interview.
115835 / /2371

SITUATIONS VACANT

Master Baker & Pastry Chef or 
Pâtissier
We are seeking an experienced 
baker and pastry chef with the 
ability to create high quality 
baked goods, and manage 
our full-line and independent 
Bakery. Your success depends 
on your talent and Attitude! For 
more info, contact wallace@
avaruabakery.co.ck or 54189.
115799 /71120 /2517

Avis Cook Islands has a full 
time position available for a 
CAR GROOMER.  
Clean Driver's licence required 
for both manual & automatic, 
be of sober habits and a non-
smoker. Must be available to 
work on the weekends.
For more information, please 
call Pauline or Katrina on 22833
115792 /70716 /1648

Part time Accounts Assistant 
We need an honest, reliable 
person to join our team. Part 
time with opportunity to grow 
to full time position.
If you are quick learner, able 
to multi-task and have a 
proven track record in offi  ce 
administration, 
we want to hear from you! 
Email accounts2@clubraro.
co.ck for more information 
or ask at Reception for an 
application form.
115912 / /1758

Wanted - Full Time
Experienced Kitchen Hand and 
an experienced Waitress. Must 
have good attitude, motivated 
and pro-active. Must be able to 
work from 8am - 2pm and can 
work weekends. Phone or text 
72197 for an interview.
115860 /71061 /2729

Get noticed.
Be seen in the best newspaper on the rock! 

For Advertising Solutions contact the 
advertising team at Cook Islands News 
P: 22999, E: adverts@cookislandsnews.com 
for more details
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AUTISM 

Cook Islands
PH 24065/55976
 tiateura6@gmail.com

www.cookislandsnews.com

CRIME THRIVES
WHEN GOOD 
PEOPLE DO 
NOTHING

DO SOMETHING

SITUATIONS VACANT
Aquila Rentals Ltd Aitutaki 
have a vacancy for a Retail 
Supervisor.
We are looking for an 
enthusiastic, reliable, honest 
and hardworking individual to 
join our Retail team.
Immediate start  and Sober 
habits.
5 years experience in the retail 
industry.
Remuneration will be based on 
your experience.
For all genuine enquiries, 
please email us on aquila@
aquilarentals.co.ck or contact 
Tara Tschan-Toi on +682 31669 
8am-4pm Monday to Friday.
115712 /70973 /2553

Experience restaurant staff  
wanted - Chef, Kitchen Hand & 
Waiting to a new cafe opening 
in Arutanga. Please contact on 
31575 or 77595.
115670 /70882 /2729

Polynesian Rental Cars & 
Bikes, Vehicle Service Rep 
We looking for a capable person 
to work on Saturday & Sundays 
only from 8am to 4pm, and also 
work  Monday to Sundays from 
4pm to 10pm attending our 
roadside service, (on call)
A Mechanical Back Ground will 
be an advantage otherwise 
onsite training will be provided .
You must have a current driver's 
license, class ABCD.  A Job 
Description is available at our 
main offi  ce St Joseph Road.
Or Call 55422.
115652 /70968 /1726

SITUATIONS VACANT

We have 2 positions available 
For qualifi ed Alluminium 
Joiners.
2 yrs minimum experience 
required. 
Phone 23677.
115861 /71062 /1980

1x Couple to look after the 
premises doing Housekeeping 
& Grounds/Maintenance. 
Submit CV to PO Box 3291.
115788 /71021 /2729

1x Baker Position - Sun to 
Fri(8am-3pm)
1x Baker Position - Sun to 
Friday(7pm to 5am)
1x Cleaner Position - 8am till 
4pm
Sober habits, own transport. 
We are located in Titikaveka.
Phone 55578(Atua) - Turoa 
Bakery Ltd.
115911 / /2668

Salon assitant - junior required 
to assist senior stylist.
Training on the job provided 
must have good work ethics.
Email - salon@
pacifi cvillagerarotong.com
115830 /71088 /1866

Cleaner/Gardener required 
for a small accommodation 
complex, will include weekend 
work.  Full time position.  Please 
email your CV to srmilner@
xtra.co.nz if interested.
115875 /71115 /2729

TRADER JACKS VACANCIES
We are looking for
Deep Fry/Grill Chef.
Part time/full time Bar and 
Waiter staff  
to join our busy team
If this is you? Please 
phone Isabella 26464 for an 
interview.
115876 /71117 /2202

CHEF WANTED
Castaway Resort is looking for 
a chef to join our friendly team.
POSITION: Head Breakfast Chef/
Assistant Head Chef
Key Attributes for this position 
include:
•Must be experienced at a 
SENIOR level
•Honest
•Reliable
•Team Player
•Customer Friendly and Polite
An extremely high rate will be 
paid to the right candidate. 
Email CV to paularash@
outlook.com or send to PO Box 
3091,
Avarua, Rarotonga, Cook 
Islands.
115877 /71129 /1873

 VACANCIES: PLANNING & PROJECTS DIVISION 
Infrastructure Cook Islands (ICI) invites applications for the following positions. We are 
looking for highly motivated, qualifi ed staff  to fi ll these roles in our Planning & Projects 
Division:

1. Asset Manager
2. Senior Engineer Planning
3. Senior Engineer Projects
4. Project Coordinators x 2

1. Asset Manager: 
Provide Asset Management (AM) planning for ICI. Management and develop ICI’s AM strategy 
and plan in coordination with other business functions. Implement the Asset Management 
Plan, maintain asset database including collection and verifi cation of asset condition data, 
and develop forward works programmes, including maintenance and renewals. Provide 
technical advice and project assistance when requested. We are looking for applicants with a 
Bachelor in Engineering or similar and experience in road and stormwater Asset Management.
2. Senior Engineer Planning:
This is a specialised position for a qualifi ed Civil Engineer responsible for preparing 
infrastructure project documentation and will undertake strategic planning, policy 
development and programming of infrastructure maintenance and renewal including capital 
projects. Further responsibilities include the review of private and public development 
impacts on public infrastructure. We are looking for someone with a Bachelor of Civil 
Engineering degree or similar with previous experience in policy, planning and standards of 
public infrastructure. An applicant with technical design, project management and project 
fi nancing skills and experience is an advantage.
3. Senior Engineer Projects: 
This is a specialised position for a qualifi ed Civil Engineer responsible for managing and 
implementation of ifrastructure projects. We are looking for someone with a Bachelor of Civil 
Engineering Degree or similar with previous experience managing the implementation, design 
and construction phases of infrastructure projects. An applicant with project management, 
contract administration, construction management and project fi nancing skills would be an 
advantage.
4. Project Coordinators:
These are key project administrators focusing on supporting project management and 
implementation of ICI’s current projects, to ensure better coordination of functions and 
responsibilities so that better project outcomes can be achieved. A Bachelor’s Degree in 
Management or similar related fi eld is required and experience in project management is an 
advantage. Overall general administrative skills and advance computer skills is an advantage. 
If you have the right motivation and experience for these roles, submit your cover letter, with 
the position being applied for and CV to jane.clarke@cookislands.gov.ck 
Application must be received by 3pm Monday 9 September 2019.   

115714

 The Ministry of Finance and 
Economic Management

The Ministry of Finance and Economic Management 
invites applications from individuals who are interested 
in playing an integral role in Cook Islands Government 
purchasing, sales, and project support. If you are then 
please send through your application for the following 
vacancy:
Senior Procurement Offi  cer
The position will be responsible for policy and procedure 
development and implementation, procurement 
analysis management and reporting and stakeholder 
management. 
To be successful in this position, you are required to 
have:
• Tertiary qualifi cation in procurement, operations 

management, contract management or other related 
fi elds

• Minimum 3 years work experience with contract 
management, public procurement, planning and 
development 

• Experience with and comfortable using computer 
systems eg. Microsoft offi  ce suite, MS Visio

For more information or a copy of the job description 
please email procurement@cookislands.gov.ck.
To apply for the position above, please submit your cover 
letter and CV to Taina Iro at taina.iro@cookislands.gov.ck. 
Applications must be received by Thursday 12 September 
2019, 4pm. 

115808

Interested in a 
career with CITC?
For further details contact 

Karen or Bettina on 
phone 23191, mobile 54181, 

or email 
BAkania@citc.co.ck; 

or refer to: 
www.cookislandsjobs.com

115850

It is with sad regret that we, 
the Children and Family of 

Baxter John 
Hunter
(Papa Baxter)
announce his peaceful 
passing on Thursday 29th  
August 2019 in Rotorua 
New Zealand.
Papa Baxter was on our
Earth for 93 years and
11 months. He is loved 
and adored by his Children, Grand &
Great Grand Children, Sons & Daughters in Law 
from New Zealand, Australia and the Cook Islands. 

We will all miss him.
Papa Baxter will arrive back to Rarotonga to be with 
his beloved Mama Sticky on Thursday 5th September 

2019 on NZ744 at 7.45pm.
Family Service will be held at his home in Atupa, 

Friday 6th September 2019, 6pm.
Papa will be laid to rest at his home on 

Saturday 7th September, 10am.
His Family will receive condolences at 

Elizabeth & Thomas Koteka’s  home in Tupapa. 

Contacts: 71094  /  76276  /  55755  /  55737
Landline: 21671

Email: vaineritua@yahoo.co.nz
thomas@aitutakiescape.com
 teumere@aitutakiescape.com

Rest in Peace Papa Baxter

SITUATIONS VACANT
 

SITUATIONS VACANT 

BEREAVEMENTSITUATIONS VACANT
TEPUNA MOTORS LTD
A.VACANCY: PANELBEATER/
PAINTER
1.A vacancy exist for one 
individual, profi cient in panel-
beating and painting 
2.Must have 5 years or more 
experience in both fi elds.
3.Qualifi cation Certifi cates and 
references to be produced on 
application.
4.Application closes on 
Wednesday 31 October at 4pm.
B.VACANCY: MECHANIC/AUTO-
ELECTRICAL
A vacancy exists for one 
individual profi cient in 
mechanic/auto-engineering.
Must have 5 years or more 
experience in both fi elds
Qualifi cations Certifi cates and 
references to be produced on 
application.
Application closes on Friday 20 
September at 4pm.
Contact: 
Ravin, mb:78040 or Bobby, mb: 
78219.  E-mail: tevaimatapo1@
gmail.com
115886 /71131 /2729

Cleaner required for home and 
offi  ce, must be hardworking and 
reliable.  Email your application 
to offi  ce@paradisesupplies.net
115724 /70910 /2729

Caregiver needed.  Compas-
sionate, in good health and able 
to drive a necessity. Nursing ex-
perience favoured.  Call 55-742 
for more details.
115607 /70832 /2729

We require the following staff  
for our busy cafe based in 
Avarua
Kitchenhand 11am - 2pm
Kitchenhand 3pm - 10pm
Chef/Baker 3pm - 10pm
Ph or message for details 
+68272815
115897 /71154 /2711

Gardener Handyman Required 
for Home Duty.
Must be honest, reliable and 
hardworking - unsupervised.
Contact Richard 20165.
115899 /71175 /1778

SITUATIONS VACANT
Rima's Takeaway's & Bakery is 
looking for:
Chef
Waiter
Cashier with knowledge skill of 
services
Must be honest and reliable.
Phone Rima or Ansaar 51089 or 
74270.
115907 /71189 /2716

Shop Manager Wanted
Contact 24305.
115908 /71191 /2729

WANTED TO BUY
Professional couple looking 
for land to buy in Raro. 
Minimum 1/2 acre and 35 
years lease,anywhere except 
around airport. cash ready. 
serious off ers pls send to: 
kaengaheaven@gmail.com
115781 /70976 /2729

Smoke Signals will be 
accepted for our opinion 
pages by e-mail (smokes-
ignals@cookislandsnews.
com), text to 188 or a 
phone call to the news-
room on 22999. Please 
note, material that goes 
beyond the bounds of 
decent taste or is defama-
tory is not likely to be 
used. Don’t forget to give 
us your name and contact 
number in case we need 
to check details and verify 
facts. All correspondence 
is confi dential.

Go on, smoke it!

Heard a funny real-life 
story or something out 
of the ordinary?
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SPECIAL

Call 22259  Visit St Joseph Rd  www.primefoods.co.ck  Mon-Thur 8am-5.30pm Fri 8am-6pm Sat 8am-3pm valid till 12 09 19

Prime the best for your family

FRESH
LEAN

KINGFISH STEAKSKINGFISH STEAKSKINGFISH STEAKSKINGFISH STEAKSKINGFISH STEAKSKINGFISH STEAKSKINGFISH STEAKSKINGFISH STEAKSKINGFISH STEAKSKINGFISH STEAKSKINGFISH STEAKSKINGFISH STEAKSKINGFISH STEAKSKINGFISH STEAKSKINGFISH STEAKSKINGFISH STEAKSKINGFISH STEAKSKINGFISH STEAKSKINGFISH STEAKSKINGFISH STEAKSKINGFISH STEAKSKINGFISH STEAKSKINGFISH STEAKSKINGFISH STEAKSKINGFISH STEAKSKINGFISH STEAKSKINGFISH STEAKSKINGFISH STEAKS
$12.50 KG $12.50 KG $12.50 KG $12.50 KG $12.50 KG $12.50 KG $12.50 KG $12.50 KG $12.50 KG $12.50 KG $12.50 KG $12.50 KG $12.50 KG $12.50 KG $12.50 KG $12.50 KG $12.50 KG $12.50 KG $12.50 KG $12.50 KG $12.50 KG $12.50 KG $12.50 KG $12.50 KG $12.50 KG 

Moor Cookies 
320g $5.90 PKT

SPECIAL

Heat ‘N’
EAT!

SPECIAL

from 
$6.60

FRESH EGGS
AIRFREIGHT NZ

 Ribeye*
Lean  fresh  quality

*sold by block weight only,
slicing service available.

$69.80 KG$69.80 KG$69.80 KG$69.80 KG$69.80 KG$69.80 KG$69.80 KG$69.80 KG$69.80 KG$69.80 KG$69.80 KG

TOP
quality

$11.50 KG 

Pearl Fly Fish Pearl Fly Fish Pearl Fly Fish Pearl Fly Fish 
skinless/boneless

Made on 
SITE

Chicken Sundried
Tomato Olive Pesto

$10.50 kg

$16.80 KG 
Venison shoulder Venison shoulder 
boneless goulash

PRIME
Sausages

$12.50KG$12.50KG$12.50KG
Mutton Shank Mutton Shank 
Marinated

Strawberries

Bean
Supreme 

CHECK IT OUT - IN STORE NOW!

Abe’s BAGELS
Delicious bagels made the authentic way.
CHECK IT OUT - IN STORE NOW!

SPECIAL

Marinated

 St Joseph Rd  www.primefoods.co.ck   St Joseph Rd  www.primefoods.co.ck  Mon-ThurMon-Thur 8am-5.30pm  8am-5.30pm 

HOMEGROWN 
JUICE

RAW
COLDPRessed

GREAT 
TASTE

Moor Cookies 

NEW
IN STORE

TOP
quality

Breakfast Sausages 1kg
Chinese Honey 1kg  
Chunky Cheese 1kgChunky Cheese 1kg
Frankfurters 1 kg
Pre-cooked 5kg
Precooked 1kgPrecooked 1kg

 Exclusive to PRIME

NEW
IN STORE

Snak Logs  6pc
240g
$5.20 PKT

Broccolini Broccolini Green
ApplesApples

Strawberries

Produce 

FRESH

Napa CabbageNapa Cabbage

DEEP
SOUTH
premium
ICE CREAM

check out our range

in store

Green

check out our range
check out our range

IN STORE 

NOW

Yoplait
Greek style &

Pineapple & coconut 
Yoghurt
1kg tub

Tasti Protein Bars
5pc 200g 
$5.00 PKT

NEW
IN STORE

NEW
IN STORE

Learn to walk before 
you run is the message 
from Cook islands 
Netball.

NETBALL is a fast-paced game 
that demands both mental and 
physical fitness but Netball 
Cook Islands have organised a 
walking netball fundraiser so 
everyone can play. 

From the rising stars of net-
ball in the junior grades to the 
mamas who’ve been-there and 

done-that, even the menfolk – 
walking netball is a fi t for all.

Kopu Anguna of netball Cook 
Islands guarantees the event 
will be full of fun.

“It’s netball but the only dif-
ference is you cannot run at any 
time on court – you can only 
walk,” she says.

The walking netball fundrais-
er will be held at the Arorangi 
Netball courts on Saturday, 
September 14, starting at 1pm 
and will be the culmination of 
a day long fundraising effort by 

Netball Cook Islands.
A run-a-thon will be held fi rst 

thing in the morning where 
the netball community will be 
running around the island col-
lecting funds to support the na-
tional Black Pearls netball team.

The Black Pearls, who this 
week moved up the netball 
world ranking to 12th in the 
world and top in the Pacifi c, are 
preparing to defend their M1 
Nations Cup title in Singapore 
next month.

Another top performance at 

the M1 Nations Cup will see the 
Black Pearls climb further up 
the world rankings.

The October tournament will 
be played over seven days and 
will feature six nations and is a 
vital stepping stone towards the 
team moving up the INF rank-
ings table, and looking to the 
future to the Commonwealth 
Games and 2023 World Cup.  

For more details or registra-
tion forms please contact NCI 
President Mii Maui on 54-202 
or Kopu Anguna 77-592 and dig 

deep into your pockets to sup-
port our golden girls keep their 
netball crown.  

If you want to learn more 
about walking netball or how 
to register your work team or 
sports club and be part of Black 
Pearls walking netball fund-
raiser – members of the national 
netball squad will be at the Pu-
nanga Nui Markets this Satur-
day to give you all the details. 

The Cook Islands Black Pearls 
for the M1 Nations Cup are: 
Luciana Nicholas (Rarotonga), 

Marjorie Toru (Rarotonga), 
Alanna Smith (Rarotonga), 
Elena Mataora (Rarotonga), 
Maeva Carr (Rarotonga), Anania 
Piri (Rarotonga), Rochelle Teiri 
(Auckland), Alex Iro (Auckland), 
Lenae Tiaiti (Sydney), Daimzel 
Rongokea (Rarotonga), Leah 
Pue (Gold Coast) and Ailish 
Akavi (Wellington). 

The squad will be coached by 
Anna Andrews-Tasola support-
ed by assistant coach Sebon Will, 
manager Joy Bates and physio 
Talia Kipa.  - MW

‘Walk, don’t run’ is the netball call

FIJI’S Jerry Tuwai will be hoping it’s a 
case of third time lucky after being nomi-
nated for the World Rugby Men’s Sevens 
Players of the Year award.

The 30-year-old playmaker, who was 
named in the World Series ‘Dream Team’ 
for the third year running, was a key 
figure as Fiji won titles in Cape Town, 
Hamilton, Hong Kong, London and Paris 
to secure the 2018/19 World Series title, 
their fi rst since 2016.

Tuwai was also nominated for the 
player of the year award in 2017 and 
2018, losing on both occasions to USA 
fl yer Perry Baker.

Samisoni Viriviri is the only Fijian 
player to win the award back in 2014.

A new winner is assured this time 
around with American duo Folau Niua 
and Stephen Tomasin the other players 
shortlisted for the game’s highest invidi-
vual honour.

Meanwhile New Zealand captain 
Sarah Hirini has been shortlisted with 
teammates Tyla Nathan-Wong and Ruby 
Tui for the Women’s Sevens Players of 
the Year award.

It’s the fourth nomination for Hirini 
and second for Tui, with all three mem-
bers of the triumphant Black Ferns 7s 
seeking their fi rst win.

Both shortlists were selected by a mix 
of votes cast by players (30 per cent) and 
an expert panel (70 per cent) featuring 
former sevens stars Humphrey Kayange, 
Jen Kish, Tiana Penitani, Karl Tenana, 
Danielle Waterman and Marika Vuni-
baka.

World Rugby Chairman Sir Bill Beau-
mont said: “These players are excellent 
role models for our sport and embody 
the values and attributes that rugby sev-
ens stands for, both on and off the fi eld 
of play.

“The skill and character that they dem-
onstrate has undoubtedly played a part 
in the ongoing success story of rugby 
sevens. 

“Last season we saw new records set 
from a performance perspective, but also 
in terms of fan engagement with more 
than 198 million views across our video 
content which we hope will inspire even 
more people to take up playing or sup-
porting rugby sevens.”

The winners will be announced at 
the World Rugby Awards in Tokyo on 
November 3, the night after the Rugby 
World Cup fi nal.

Fiji’s Jerry Tuwai nominated for 7s player of the year

LEFT: Jerry Tuwai has been 
nominated for men’s sevens player 
of the year three years running.

SPORTtarekareka
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    Swell direction and size
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Cook Islands News 

THE PHANTOM                   ®           BY LEE FALK & SY BARRY

HÄGAR THE HORRIBLE ® BY DIK BROWNE          

CROSSWORD 

WEATHER FORECAST 
TO MIDNIGHT
Weather Bulletin was issued around 
2pm.
A STRONG WIND REMAINS IN FORCE FOR 
SOUTHERN COOK WATERS.
Situation: A frontal system lies slow moving over the 
group. Meanwhile, a trough of low pressure approaches 
Southern Cooks from the west. 
A weak trough of low pressure aff ects the western parts 
of the group.
Meanwhile, a moist easterly wind fl ow prevails over 
Northern Cooks.
Forecast to midnight tomorrow for the Southern 
Cooks: Over waters : Easterly winds 20 to 25 knots. 
Rough seas.
Over land : Moderate to fresh easterly winds, gusty 
at times.
Cloud with brief showers. Showers expected to become 
frequent tonight.
Further outlook: Some showers.
For Rarotonga: Cloud with brief showers. Showers 
expected to become frequent tonight.
Further outlook: Some showers.
For the Northern Cooks: Some showers and isolated 
thunderstorms about Pukapuka and Suwarrow.
Fine apart from brief showers elsewhere.
Moderate easterly winds, fresh at times. 
Moderate to rough seas.
Further outlook: Brief showers.

HHumidity
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SAT Morning %

 Night %

Outer Islands Weather Outlook Friday, September 6, 2019
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INSTRUCTIONS
PLACE THE NUMBERS 
1 TO 9 IN THE BLANK 
SQUARES SO THAT NO 
DIGIT IS REPEATED 
IN EACH ROW, EACH 
COLUMN OR EACH 3 X 3 
SQUARE.

Answer to yesterday’s puzzleAnswer to yesterday’s puzzle

INSTRUCTIONS
PLACE THE NUMBERS 
1 TO 9 IN THE BLANK 
SQUARES SO THAT NO 
DIGIT IS REPEATED 
IN EACH ROW, EACH 
COLUMN OR EACH 3 X 3 
SQUARE.

Sun, Moon & Arapo

New Moon
AUG 

First Quarter
SEP 

Full Moon
SEP 

Third Quarter 
SEP 

.AM .PM .PM .PM

Tides
FRI High 3.08AM 0.54M 3.52PM 0.43M

 Low 9.27AM 0.07M 9.41PM 0.12M

SAT High 4.16AM 0.55M 4.57PM 0.44M

 Low 10.28AM 0.05M 10.38PM 0.11M

ARAPO - FRIDAY
TANU (Planting) TAUTAI (Fishing)

Tanu i te meika. Plant 
bananas.

Po ika. Fishing night.

FRI Sun Rise .AM Sun Set .PM

 Moon Rise .PM Moon Set .AM

SAT Sun Rise .AM Sun Set .PM

 Moon Rise .PM Moon Set .AM
 

Shipping

OLOMANA , ETA RARO /, AIT / (CUT OFF: /)

MUA II , ETA RARO /, AIT / (CUT OFF: /)

OLOMANA , ETA RARO /, AIT / (CUT OFF: /)

HForecast Map 2pm Friday  

Front Key:   Cold      Warm      Occluded      Stationaryy 
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FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 
GZ610 RAROTONGA AITUTAKI 600 650
GZ611 AITUTAKI RAROTONGA 710 800
GZ612 RAROTONGA AITUTAKI 800 850
GZ613 AITUTAKI RAROTONGA 910 1000
GZ672 RAROTONGA MANGAIA 900 940
GZ673 MANGAIA RAROTONGA 1000 1040
GZ1614 RAROTONGA AITUTAKI 900 950
GZ1627 AITUTAKI ATIU 1010 1050
GZ1633 ATIU RAROTONGA 1110 1205
GZ614 RAROTONGA AITUTAKI 1030 1120
GZ615 AITUTAKI RAROTONGA 1140 1230
GZ1616 RAROTONGA AITUTAKI 1100 1150
GZ1617 AITUTAKI RAROTONGA 1210 1300

GZ616 RAROTONGA AITUTAKI 1300 1350
GZ617 AITUTAKI RAROTONGA 1410 1500
GZ646 RAROTONGA MITIARO 1300 1350
GZ647 MITIARO RAROTOGNA 1410 1500
GZ656 RAROTONGA MUKE 1300 1350
GZ657 MAUKE RAROTONGA 1410 1500
GZ618 RAROTONGA AITUTAKI 1530 1620
GZ619 AITUTAKI RAROTONGA 1640 1730
GZ678 RAROTONGA MANGAIA 1600 1640
GZ679 MANGAIA RAROTONGA 1700 1740
GZ620 RAROTONGA AITUTAKI 1800 1850
GZ621 AITUTAKI RAROTONGA 1910 2000

FLIGHT FROM ARRIVES TO DEPARTS
FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 

NZ SYD .AM AKL .AM
VA/ AKL .PM LAX .PM
NZ AKL .PM LAX .PM

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 
NZ/ AKL .AM AKL .AM
JQ/ AKL .AM AKL .AM
NZ/ AKL .PM AKL .PM
VTXQ/YL PPT .PM PPT .PM

SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 
NZ LAX .AM AKL .AM
NZ/ AKL .PM AKL .PM
NZ/ AKL .PM AKL .PM
JQ/ AKL .PM AKL .PM
VA/ AKL .PM AKL .PM
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SPORT
tarekareka

Tonga aims to ‘shock the world’ in All Blacks test
Tongan fans may create a sea of red in the 30,000-strong crowd expected in Hamilton for the 
island nation’s World Cup warm-up match against the All Blacks. Tonga coach Toutai Kefu will 
use the match to improve combinations and lift his team's mental preparation for the World Cup 
after a relatively limited preparation. The match screens live from 4.30pm on Cook Islands TV

Cooks fall agonisingly short

Cooks captain Tehinnah Tatuava takes 
a tumble in an intense match against 
the Solomon Islands.  SHANE WENZNICK 19090535

Cooks keeper stunned. Unfor-
tunately, there were a number 
of missed opportunities by the 
Cooks and it wasn’t to be. 

Cook Islands coach Tuka 
Tisam said: “The girls did re-
ally well and battled to the fi nal 
whistle.”  The Solomon Islands, 
he said, had a unique technique, 
and the skilful hands of their 
keeper who saved a lot of goals. 

“It was a really hard game 
… but I think our team proved 
themselves overall,” said Tisam.

The Cooks had gone to shoot 
more than 20 times, and each 
time the Solomons’ outstanding 
keeper made the save.

Criticism in the crowd was 
that the Cooks were kicking the 
ball right to the keeper – but in 
truth, she was everywhere.

Luck wasn’t on the Cooks’ 
side; in fact, neither was speed 
as the Solomon’s agility on the 
field showed just how great a 
challenge they were.

Piri Murare, the right-back on 

the Cooks team, said it was the 
hardest game they had played 
because of the pressure on them 
to win. 

When the Solomons took the 
fi rst goal, Murare said she im-

mediately felt down and tried to 
put in more effort. Instead, she 
earned a yellow card from the 
rough contact between players. 

Overall Murare thought the 
team’s time in the champion-
ship was a good experience and 
they would continue to stand 
strong. 

“Hard luck on us,” said Mu-
rare, sadly. 

Vanuatu now fi nishes on top 
of Group A and qualifi es for the 
semi-fi nals.  

And despite having one eye 
already on the semifi nals, Oce-
ania giants New Zealand are 
still expected to carry on with 
their professional and clinical 
approach to seal their progres-
sion to the knock- out stage with 
another convincing display.

Players say pressure made this their hardest game
Barely out of school, Cook Islands’ young 
footballers put up a proud performance in the 
Oceania champs that gives great hope for the 
future. Anneka Brown reports.
C O O K  I s l a n d s  h a v e  b e e n 
knocked out of the U19 wom-
en’s football championship they 
are hosting – but only after put-
ting up a valiant fi ght.

The women suffered at the 
feet of the unrelenting Solomon 
Islands, fi nally going down 1-0 
to deny them a spot in the semi-
finals of the Oceania Football 
Confederation Championship. 

In the last pool games today, 
favourites New Zealand and 
tournament debutants Tahiti 
are almost certain to join New 
Caledonia and Vanuatu in the 
fi nal four of the championship,.

Fiji’s unexpected defeat 
against Vanuatu yesterday 
meant the Cooks team were in 
with a chance: they had to beat 
the Solomons  by four goals. On 
the sidelines, hopes were high 
that the Cooks could deliver.

But the fi rst half saw no goals 
by either team and some players 
began to limp from exhaustion.
Much of the fi rst half had striker 
Kura Mose kicking persistently 
without making any headway.

The Solomon Islands, tired of 
the back and forth play, scored 
a miraculous goal at the start 
of the second half leaving the 

Esther Poturu gets a toe to the ball in heavy traffi  c. SHANE WENZNICK 19090534

Tupapa hoping home advantage plays their way against Arorangi
TITIKAVEKA and Tupapa will 
host round fi ve of the club rugby 
competition this weekend with 
the Takuvaine Reds heading 
south, while the Arorangi Cow-
boys will ride into town for the 
match of the week against the 
Panthers.

A rested up Tupapa Panthers 
will no doubt want to prove 
they are top contenders for this 
seasons.

However they will face Robert 
Heather’s formidable Arorangi 
Cowboys who showed great 
form last week signalling their 
intention to go all the way this 
season.

Victoria Park in Tupapa will 
also host junior games where 
future stars in the under 11 and 

under 13 age grades are always 
keen to show off their skills.

Under 16 and under 19 rug-
by 10’s games will play curtain 
openers for the main game be-
tween the Panthers and Cow-
boys senior A game.

The game in Titikaveka be-
tween the Bulls and visiting 
Takuvaine Reds will be played 
on Friday at the Titikaveka Col-
lege fi eld.

This match is sure to be fi erce-
ly fought game after both sides 
suffered defeat last weekend.

With the 2019 club rugby 
season being only a one-round 
competition, every game needs 
to be a winner to reach the busi-
ness end to be in contention for 
the title.  

Andre Iro and the Arorangi Cowboys head to Tupapa on Saturday to meet the Panthers while this 
Friday in Titikaveka the Bulls will host the Takuvaine Reds.  19090150 

Friday, Titikaveka
4.35pm: Titikaveka Bulls 

v Takuvaine Reds, Ref-Peter 
Godfrey assisted by Toru Ori/
Mata Taramai, Simiona Teiotu-
sub bench.
Saturday, Tupapa

1pm Under 11 & 13, Quick 
Rip 7s Refs-Club Offi cials

3pm Under 16, Rugby 10s 
Town and Country, Refs: Wil-
liam Taripo, Assistant Refs: Club 
Offi cials

3.30pm Under 19, Rugby 10s, 
Town and Country Refs: Mata 
Taramai, Assistant Refs: Club 
Offi cials

4pm Senior A Tupapa Pan-
thers v Arorangi Cowboys, Refs: 
Tua Ngaputa Assistant Refs: 
William Taripo / Junior Pokino 
Aberahama, Simiona Teiotue/
Paul Allsworth - bench offi cials.


